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CABINET FOR FAMILIES AND CHILDREN    

      COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY

                   275 EAST MAIN STREET

                       FRANKFORT  40621



DEPARTMENT FOR COMMUNITY BASED SERVICES













TO:

Service Region Administrators

FROM:
Dietra Paris, 



Commissioner

DATE:
November 16, 2000

SUBJECT:
Kinship Care Policy Issuance

The Department for Community Based Services is committed to the enhancement of services to families through the implementation of Comprehensive Family Services.   To that end, the divisions of Protection and Permanency, Family Support, Child Support and Child Care  are pleased to issue this first joint policy update.  This is a new format and we welcome your comments and suggestions.  

The Kinship Care program, which has been in effect statewide since August,  has been established to facilitate permanency for those children who have been or may be removed from their home due to a Cabinet finding of abuse or neglect or the death of both parents and a qualified, willing relative has or is willing to assume caregiving responsiblities for the child with the ultimate goal of permanent custody.   The following links and attachments include updates and clarifications based on the ammended Kinship Care Program regulation 922 KAR 1:130.

Protection and Permanency

Policy Issuance 00-6

Attached is the link to the new P&P policy on Kinship Care with embedded links to start-up costs and the existing regulation.  Changes include: placement shall be reviewed after 6 months instead of 12 months; clarification that converted cases are not eligible for start-up costs; clarification that start-up costs are for the child's immediate needs and are to be negotiated in an amount up to $500. http://cfc.state.ky.us/pandp_process/kinship_care.htm
In addition to Kinship Care, P&P has an internal clarification for all P&P staff.  Attached is the link to the Preventative Assistance Standard of Practice.  Content has not changed, this is to clean-up language to replace “district” with “region” and to clarify that regions are not mandated to open a  CPS case in  order to acess preventative assistance funds.

http://cfc.state.ky.us/pandp%5Fprocess/prev%5Fassist%28tanf%29.htm
Family Support

The Kinship Care policy will be in Vol. III, OMTL-235 and will include Manual Section 5000-5199.  This Section will include an overview of the Kinship Care program including policy concerning those served, available services and benefits, caregiver responsibilities, eligibility and financial criteria, child support requirements, benefit payment and income scale, authorization of payments and the appropriate process to follow for overpayments.  The primary change in this policy concerns the use of normal K-TAP standard filing unit.  Normal K-TAP standard filing unit should be used with the following exception.  If a relative receives K-TAP for a child, not placed due to abuse or neglect, and a sibling of the K-TAP child is placed with that relative due to abuse or neglect, the relative can receive Kinship Care benefits for the abused or neglected child.  The Kinship Care child is not added to the K-TAP case.  A separate Kinship Care case is approved. Attached is the  revised Family Support  policy sections on Kinship Care.
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Child Support

The Division of Child Support (DCS) is issuing an Information Memorandum to child support staff and an Information Release to Contracting Officials and their child support staff.  Both of these releases are identical and provide general information about the Kinship Care Program (KCP) and the roles and responsibilities of Protection and Permanency staff and Family Support staff.  In order to be approved for Kinship Care, relative caretakers are required to cooperate with DCS in the establishment and enforcement of child support from the parents.  If the Kinship Care family is unwilling to pursue child support or sign the Statement of Rights and Responsibilities, they will not be considered for the Kinship Care Program.  If, after approval, they fail to cooperate with DCS, the relatives will lose 25% of the grant for the children in their care. 


[image: image2.wmf]IR - Kinship Care 

Program.doc



EMBED Outlook.FileAttach[image: image3.wmf]IM - Kinship Care 

Program.doc


Child Care

The Division of Child Care is issuing an information memo to Division staff and Service Agents regarding Kinship Care.  There are no policy changes which will effect the Child Care Assistance Program and this is for their information only.

These Policy updates and Informational Memos are effective December 1, 2000.  Please ensure that staff become familiar with these policy revisions.  If you have questions, contact the appropriate division.

Cc:
SRAA’s


Division Directors


Commissioner’s Office
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