Substantial Physical Abuse Response Priority Decision Tree



The decision tree is not all inclusive in regards to the screening of physical abuse reports. There may be situations where you answer no to these questions, but accept the report and begin an investigation due to other information obtained during intake. Case decision should be based on the findings during the investigative assessment.  FSOS discretion to be utilized. 
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definitions
Is the child, age 5 years or under or limited by a disability?

Disability is defined as physical, emotional or mentally challenged.

Physical abuse of a child, age 5 years or under or a disabled child is considered high risk and requires a response by the social services worker, within 1 hour upon receipt of the report.

Physical punishment or shaking of a child under 12 months of age, is considered high risk and requires a response by the social services worker, within 1 hour upon receipt of the report.

Is the child being physically restrained to the point of injury, tormented or tortured?

There must be an allegation of substantial physical or mental pain.

This requires a response by the social services worker, within 1 hour upon receipt of the report.

Is the child in a life-threatening situation?

Physical abuse can present as a life threatening situation depending upon severity, age and developmental stage of child, for example: possible internal injuries, burns requiring medical treatment, a child under 12 months of age who has been shaken or subjected to physical discipline.

Is this a self-reporting child under age 12 or is this child afraid to go home?

Based on credible threats made by parent or caretaker, child’s behavioral indicators of fear, a history of prior abuse that is similar to the current allegation may suggest a higher chance or reoccurrence.

Does the child live in a home in which another child died as a result of maltreatment or there was a near fatality?

Based on the potential risk, this requires a response by the social services worker, within 1 hour upon receipt of the report.
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All other physical abuse reports require a 24 hour response including: child at risk of serious injury, child not protected from alleged perpetrator, child is in need of immediate medical attention
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