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R. 8/1/03

STATUS OFFENDER SERVICES

INTRODUCTION:

The Cabinet for Health and Family Services, Department for Community Based Services (DCBS) has a statutory responsibility to provide appropriate services to children who have been placed on supervision or committed by the juvenile court to the Cabinet as status offenders.   A status offense, as defined in KRS Chapter 600, is an act that can be brought before the court, which if committed by an adult, would not be a crime.  Such acts include, but are not limited to, beyond control of parent or school, truancy and runaway.

Services may include, assisting the court by preparing pre-disposition reports, conducting needs assessments, working with other appropriate agencies providing diversion or treatment services, arranging for appropriate family and individual counseling as needed and arranging for out of home placement in foster care or residential care as needed.

The Department of Community Based Services (DCBS) and Department for Juvenile Justice (DJJ) have developed a Memorandum of Understanding that requires both agencies to work cooperatively in the best interest of the child and the family. In many cases, children coming to the attention of the Juvenile Court may have both status offender and public offender charges. With regard to status offender cases, the agreement states that neither agency will attempt court action nor courtroom conflict and each will give the other advance notice when dispositional recommendations are to be made to the court.

SOP 8.1

R. 8/1/03

INTAKE

COA STANDARDS:

· G8.2 Intake, Assessment, and Service Planning - Assessment Processes

LEGAL AUTHORITY:

· KRS 630.120 Alternatives to removal from custody
PROCEDURE:

Upon receipt of an order from the Juvenile Court, the SSW consults with the FSOS as needed to determine the most appropriate services for a child and family when a child who has been adjudicated a status offender and is referred to DCBS probated or committed. In order to avoid probation or commitment whenever possible, the SSW makes every attempt to contact the family as soon as they are referred by the court.

The SSW enters the intake information for a Juvenile Services referral.

SOP 8.2

R. 8/1/03

INVESTIGATION AND ASSESSMENT

COA STANDARDS:

•
G8.2 Intake, Assessment, and Service Planning - Assessment Processes

•
S5.2 Case Management Services - Case Assessment and Intake

LEGAL AUTHORITY:
· 922 KAR 1:330
PROCEDURE:

The SSW conducts a thorough family assessment, using the Child Protective Services (CPS) Continuous Quality Assessment (CQA), within thirty (30) working days of the initial referral and assists the family in resolving the problem or refers the child and family to appropriate services and treatment. 

SOP 8.3

R. 8/1/03

COURT

INTRODUCTION:

Status offenders ordered to be detained by the court pending adjudication and disposition may be placed in a non-secure facility, a secure juvenile detention facility, or a juvenile holding facility.  DCBS is not responsible for the cost of the placement until the court renders a final disposition and commits the child to the Cabinet.

SOP 8.3.1

R. 8/1/03

PRE-DISPOSITION REPORT FOR STATUS OFFENDERS

COA STANDARDS:

· S10.3 Child Protective Services - Services Elements - Assessment

LEGAL AUTHORITY:

· KRS 610.100 Investigation - Informal adjustment.
PROCEDURE:

The SSW may prepare a pre-disposition report for the court. The pre-disposition report provides relevant information on the child and family and is presented to assist the court in making a dispositional finding.  A report is prepared after the child has been adjudicated unless waived by the child. The child can determine that no pre-dispositional report is needed.  At a minimum, the pre-disposition report includes:

1. The child’s age; 

2. Current and historical legal information;

3. Information concerning school history,  behavior and current performance; 

4. Details of home environment, including siblings and other household members and how they interact with one another; 

5. Any employment history;

6. Details of neighborhood environment; and, 

7. An assessment of the custody holder's ability to maintain appropriate control and supervision over the child.

The SSW may use the CPS CQA as a pre-disposition report only upon approval of the court of jurisdiction.  The report is submitted in writing to the court and the legal counsel for all parties three (3) days prior to the dispositional hearing.

SOP 8.3.2

R. 8/1/03

DETENTION OF COMMITTED CHILDREN AS STATUS OFFENDERS

COA STANDARDS:

· S10.3 Child Protective Services - Services Elements - Assessment

LEGAL AUTHORITY:

· KRS 610.265 Detention of children in specified facilities - Time frame for holding detention hearing.
PROCEDURE:

The SSW presents information to the court that will assist the judge in making a decision, such as chronic runaway behaviors, extreme problems with authority figures, disruptions at school and past efforts by private and public agencies to solve the problem in a factual, non-judgmental manner.  

A SSW is to emphasize the treatment needs of the child and only make a recommendation related to placement in detention after consultation with DJJ staff. Per KRS 630.070 and KRS 630.080, the court may order further secure detention.

SOP 8.3.3

R. 8/1/03

DIVERSION OPTIONS FOR STATUS OFFENDERS

COA STANDARDS:

· S10.3 Child Protective Services - Services Elements - Assessment

LEGAL AUTHORITY:

· KRS 610.265 Detention of children in specified facilities - Time frame for holding detention hearing.
PROCEDURE:

Staff from DCBS works cooperatively with Juvenile Court officials in diverting status offenders to community based programs as an alternative to commitment or probation. 

This may include: 

1. Referrals to Family Preservation Services;

2. Referrals of the family to homemaker services; 

3. Short term crises intervention; 

4. Dispute mediation;

5. Parent training; or, 

6. Community restitution services.  

Although the SSW does not directly supervise the restitution activity, the SSW may follow up with the community service provider to assure the completion, or lack thereof, of the community service if a child is to voluntary perform community service as a diversion.

SOP 8.3.4

R. 8/1/03

COMPLIANCE WITH INTERSTATE COMPACT ON JUVENILES

COA STANDARDS:

· NA

LEGAL AUTHORITY:

· KRS 615.020 Duties of compact administrator
PROCEDURE:
A child from another state apprehended in Kentucky, as a runaway must be returned to their home state through the Interstate Compact on Juveniles (ICJ).  Likewise, the same procedure is applied for children from Kentucky who have fled to another state.  The Justice Cabinet, Department of Juvenile Justice, is responsible for administering ICJ procedures.

The SSW notifies the Interstate Compact on Juveniles office at 502-573-2738 within twenty-four (24) hours, exclusive of weekends and holidays in the event that a child from another state is picked up as a runaway.  If the SSW receives notification that a runaway Kentucky child has been picked up in another state, the worker refers the report to the Interstate Compact on Juveniles office.  

The SSW may assist the court with locating a non-secure placement for the child until the home state is able to arrange return of the child.  Issues related to reimbursement for placement are referred to the ICJ office. An extradition hearing is held in Juvenile Court before a child is returned to the child’s home state.

SOP 8.3.5

R. 8/1/03

COORDINATION OF EFFORTS WITH THE 

DEPARTMENT OF JUVENILE JUSTICE

COA STANDARDS:

· S10.6 Child Protective Services - Service Elements - Community Responsibility

LEGAL AUTHORITY:

· NA

PROCEDURE:
1. DCBS staff advocate with the court that a child fourteen (14) years of age or younger who is charged with a first time misdemeanor offense against a family member be treated as a status offender.

2. If a child is subsequently committed to DJJ as a public offender, the SSW facilitates termination of the child's commitment as a status offender.

The SSW coordinates services for the child with the Department for Juvenile Justice based on the Memorandum of Understanding between the Cabinet for Health and Family Services and the Justice Cabinet.  (Link to Cabinet/DJJ MOU)
SOP 8.4

R. 8/1/03

CASE PLANNING

COA STANDARDS:

•
S5.2 Case Management Services - Case Assessment and Intake

•
S10.5 Child Protective Services - Services Elements - Family Services

LEGAL AUTHORITY:

· NA
PROCEDURE:

1. The SSW meets with the child and family within five (5) working days after case assignment to begin the development of the Family Case Plan. 

2. The Case Plan for a child who will reside in their own home or a relative placement includes:

Provisions for curfew; 

(a) The worker’s frequency of supervisory contact with the child; 

(b) Provisions for appropriate educational and health services;

(c) Schedule for counseling the child and family; 

(d) Plans for aftercare; and,

(e) Court orders.

3. The Case Plan is to be updated every 6 months, or when significant changes occur. (Link to Case Planning SOP 7C.4.6, SOP 7C.4.9) 
SOP 8.5

R. 8/1/03

ONGOING SERVICES

COA STANDARDS:

•
S5.4 Case Management Services - Service Monitoring and Reassessment

LEGAL AUTHORITY:

· KRS 610.110 Disposition
· KRS 610.125 Permanency hearing after custody given to Department of Juvenile Justice or Cabinet
PROCEDURE:

1. If a child adjudicated as a status offender requires placement in a residential treatment center, group home or treatment foster home Cabinet staff may be directed by the Juvenile Court to provide ongoing services. (Link to CPS In Home Care SOP 7F.5)

2. If the child is placed outside the region, the SSW may, with the approval of the FSOS, request staff from the region where the child is placed to assign a courtesy worker to make the monthly visits to the child and the family. (Link to SOP 7E.3.3 Ongoing Contact with the Family and 7E.3.4 Ongoing Contact with the Child). The courtesy worker submits a report to the referring SSW summarizing the visits and noting any issues or concerns about the child’s treatment. When a child returns home, the SSW is responsible for monitoring the child’s placement and updating the Family Case Plan.  Upon case closure, the SSW develops an Aftercare Plan. 

3. When a child and family have completed the requirements of a case plan and do not require further services, the SSW, with the approval of the FSOS, sends a letter to the committing court summarizing the case and providing notice that the case is being closed.  This action must be taken no less than two (2) weeks prior to the case being closed.

In disposition of a status offender case, the Juvenile Court judge may order that a child be supervised for a period of time by the Cabinet to insure that terms and conditions imposed by the court are being met. 

The SSW:

1. Receives a court order that delineates the terms and conditions with which the child is to comply when the judge orders DCBS to provide supervision;

2. Follows the case planning standards of practice upon receipt of an order of supervision from the Juvenile Court; and,

3. Does not provide supervision beyond the child’s eighteenth birthday if the court does not order a specific time frame. 

SOP 8.6

R. 7/1/03

CASE CLOSURE AND AFTERCARE PLANNING

COA STANDARDS:

· G9.7.Service Delivery - Termination or Discharge

LEGAL AUTHORITY:

· KRS 610.120 Review, continuation, or termination or disposition orders
PROCEDURE:

The SSW terminates supervision when any of the following events occur:

1. Time ordered by the court has expired; 

2. Child reaches his/her 18th birthday;

3. Child has successfully complied with the case plan and the orders of the court; or,

4. Child has been convicted of a public offense and has been committed or probated to the Department of Juvenile Justice. 

The SSW may request the court to release DCBS from supervisory responsibility of a child after a reasonable period of time, provided that the child has demonstrated abilities to obey the orders of the court.  

In order to accomplish this, the SSW submits a letter to the court, summarizing the case and specifying a date by which DCBS will cease supervision before closing a case.  The letter is then sent to the court no less than two (2) weeks prior to the proposed case closure.

If there is no CQA within the last thirty (30) days, the SSW completes a new CQA.  The SSW includes the Aftercare Plan for services before completing the closing summary.
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