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SOP 7G

R. 5/15/06

AFTERCARE PLANNING

COA STANDARDS:


· G9.8.01

LEGAL AUTHORITY:

· 922 KAR 1:330, Child Protective Services
PROCEDURE:

1. The Aftercare Plan is used after an investigation or FINSA when there are remaining issues that do not rise to the level of opening the case for ongoing services. This may include when:

(a)  A substantiated finding will be made, but the referral can be closed; 

(b)  An unsubstantiated finding will be made, but there are concerns; or

(c) A family is found not in need of DCBS ongoing services, but community resources are desired/or recommended by the SSW.
2. The Aftercare Plan is used in advance of closing any ongoing case, upon completion of DCBS services.  The plan indicates what referrals have been made or services recommended to continue preventive measures, which might include actions that the family intends to take as well as community resources that have been arranged.  

3. Once the SSW, upon consultation with the FSOS, identifies that an Aftercare Plan is needed, the SSW:
(a) Explores with the family and family's support system the need for continued services of another type or from another community partner; 

(b) Develops with the family, including identified fathers as outlined in SOP 7E.1.1(B) and the family's support system a specific and measurable plan for the family to obtain services to address existing needs;

(c) Establishes with the family and the family's support system additional and potential resources that may be called upon to prevent maltreatment or home instability, should a situation or crisis arise in the future;

(d) Provides any needed referrals; and

(e) Advises persons served that they may request help from the Cabinet in the future.

4. The SSW negotiates the Aftercare Plan with the family and other relevant individuals involved.  The plan is signed and dated by everyone who has a task/role on the plan and a copy provided to:

(a) Family members, including children of appropriate age;

(b) Alleged perpetrators (when safe to do so);

(c) Relatives; and 

(d) Community partners involved.

5. When community partners are included in aftercare planning and are assigned specific tasks, the SSW documents on the aftercare plan that Community partner(s) will notify the SSW if the family has difficulty complying with the plan.

6. The FSOS reviews the Aftercare Plan with the SSW and documents the review in the case record.
7. The SSW files a hard copy of the Aftercare Plan in the case record.
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