SOP 7E.1.7(A)

R. 5/15/04

GENERAL GUIDELINES FOR KINSHIP CARE CONSIDERATION
COA STANDARDS:

· NA

LEGAL AUTHORITY:

· KRS Chapter 205 requires the Cabinet to administer public assistance programs. KRS 205.200(2) requires the Cabinet to prescribe, by administrative regulation, the conditions of eligibility for public assistance, in conformity with the Social Security Act, 42 U.S.C. 601-619 and Federal regulations. The Kentucky Transitional Assistance Program is established in 921 KAR Chapter 2.  
· KRS 605.150(1) authorizes the Cabinet to promulgate administrative regulations to implement provisions of KRS Chapter 605--Administrative Matters. KRS 605.120(5) requires the Cabinet, to the extent funds are available, to establish a program for kinship care that provides a permanent placement for a child who is or would otherwise be placed in foster care due to abuse, neglect, or death of both parents. KRS 605.120(6) requires the Cabinet to promulgate administrative regulations establishing uniform conditions and requirements requiring eligibility, financial assistance and payment rates, and support and case-management services for kinship care.  
· KRS 615.030 ICPC
· 922 KAR 1:130, Kinship Care Program 

· 922 KAR 1:490 
PROCEDURE:

1. At the time the SSW considers a non-parental relative placement for a child, the SSW offers the relative Kinship Care Program benefits.

2. If the relative expresses interest in the Kinship Care Program, the SSW makes a determination of eligibility for the Kinship Care Program.

3. If the child and caretaker relative are eligible for the Kinship Care Program, the SSW reviews the KC-01 Kinship Care Program Statement of Rights and Responsibilities, edition 07/03 with the caretaker relative to make certain that the caretaker relative understands his/her rights and responsibilities, particularly those related to the child's permanency.  Conditions which are reviewed include, but are not limited to:

(a) The income and resources of the caretaker relative is disregarded when the child's eligibility for financial assistance under the Kinship Care Program is established;

(b) The caretaker relative is mandated to cooperate in the child support activities pursuant to 42 U.S.C. 608(a)(2) and 921 KAR 2:006, Section 16. Should the caretaker relative refuse to cooperate with child support activity, the kinship care financial assistance payment is reduced, and the Cabinet attempts to obtain a protective payee to administer the payment on behalf of the child.

(c) If reunification with the birth parents is not possible, permanent custody by the caretaker relative is the ultimate goal of the program.  

4. (a)The caretaker relative indicates by checking off the appropriate box on the bottom of the KC-01 Kinship Care Program Statement of Rights and Responsibilities, edition 07/03 whether or not s/he formerly accepts or declines the offer of the Kinship Care Program and related benefits.  

(b)
The caretaker relative or authorized representative and SSW sign and date the KC-01, and the signed copy is retained in the child’s case file. 

(c) The SSW provides copies to the caretaker relative and the local Family Support office.

5. (a)If the caretaker relative declines the offer of the Kinship Care Program and related benefits, the SSW proceeds with a relative placement. 

(b) If the caretaker relative accepts the offer of the Kinship Care Program and related benefits, the SSW proceeds with the completion of a criminal background check and child abuse and neglect check on the caretaker relative and each adult household member, and a child abuse and neglect check on each adolescent household member.  The SSW determines if the caretaker relative and each adult and adolescent household member meet eligibility criteria. Unless otherwise authorized by the FSOS, the SSW completes the in-state criminal background check(s) and child abuse and neglect check(s) prior to the child's placement with the caretaker relative. 

6. The SSW completes a relative home evaluation. 

7. The SSW and the caretaker relative (or representative, if authorized in writing), complete and sign the KIM-78KC, Kinship Care Financial Assistance Application, edition 07/03. One copy is retained for the case file; another is provided to the caretaker relative. (Link to Instructions for Completing the KIM-78KC)

8. To complete the referral of the caretaker relative, to the Family Support Office, for consideration of financial assistance under the Kinship Care Program, the SSW forwards the following to the local Family Support Office, within three (3) calendar days of completing and signing the KIM-78KC:

(a) The completed, signed KIM-78KC, Kinship Care Financial Assistance Application, edition 07/03 (Note: Financial assistance eligibility begins the date the child is placed in the caretaker relative’s home);

(b) A copy of the signed KC-01, Statement of Rights and Responsibilities, edition 07/03;

(c) Written verification from the SSW or regional staff that the child meets criteria and the caretaker relative has met initial eligibility criteria; and

(d) Any documentation which may be pertinent in determining eligibility for financial assistance under the Kinship Care Program. The relative home evaluation is not shared with the local Family Support Office

9. The SSW notifies the caretaker relative that s/he will receive notice of an appointment with the local Family Support Office. The SSW explains to the caretaker relative that failure to keep an appointment with the Family Support Office may result in ineligibility for the Kinship Care Program.

10. The SSW documents all contacts with the Family Support Office, which is mandated to determine eligibility for the Kinship Care Program’s financial assistance and issue payment, within forty-five (45) calendar days of the date the KIM-78KC is signed by the caretaker relative or representative, unless the Family Support Office grants an exception to obtain verification necessary for an eligibility determination. Financial assistance eligibility begins the date the child is placed in the caretaker relative’s home, and this date is indicated on the KIM-78KC.

11. The SSW provides the caretaker relative's name, address, Social Security Number, and date of birth to the Child Placement and Support Section for entry into the TWIST Resource Directory.  For assistance with the addition to the directory, please contact the Resource Management Section at (502)-564-3427.

12. The SSW explains to the caretaker relative that the relative is responsible for reporting within ten (10) calendar days to the Family Support Office any change in circumstance that may affect eligibility or the amount of financial assistance. Should the SSW become aware of such a change in circumstance, the SSW should also contact the Family Support Office and document the change in the child's case file.  Depending upon the nature of the change, the case may need to undergo a redetermination or reapplication of eligibility, or reassessment.

13. The development and delivery of supports and services to families in formal kinship care is guided by principles of child safety and well being, involvement of the child(ren), parents and kinship caregivers in decision making, family continuity, cultural competence, sensitivity to kinship issues, and service comprehensiveness. The following principles guide the SSW in development and delivery of supports and services to kinship families to include:

(a) The child’s safety, well being and developmental needs are paramount and must be met through a stable, nurturing environment supported by a range of services that address physical, emotional, social, educational, and cultural needs of the child.

(b) The child(ren), parents and kinship caregivers formally involved with the Cabinet, participate in the decision making process to establish a permanent family arrangement for the child.

(c) Family continuity is important and should recognize and build upon family relationships whenever possible to promoting a child’s:

(1) Self-esteem, 

(2) Sense of heritage, and 

(3) Cultural connectedness.  

(d) Kinship services are negotiated with the family to ensure an understanding and appreciation of the culture of the child(ren) and families served as outlined in SOP 7C.3, Maintaining Cultural Connections.

(e) Community partners, including counselors, and mental health care, education, and health care practitioners, involved with the case as requested/permitted by the parent(s) have knowledge of kinship care criteria and case specifics as appropriate.

(f) A wide range of services, ranging from preventative to rehabilitative services, may be offered as appropriate.

(Link to Tip Sheet for Providing Support Services) 

