SOP 7C.7.1

R. 8/1/03

Five (5) Day Conference, Family Team Meeting

COA STANDARDS:

· G8.4.01 Service Planning

· G8.4.03 Service Planning

LEGAL AUTHORITY:

· KRS 610.125 Permanency hearing after custody given to Department of Juvenile Justice or cabinet.

· KRS 610.127 Parental circumstances negating requirement for reasonable efforts to reunify child with family.

· KRS 620.180 Administrative regulations.

· KRS 620.230 Case permanency plans.

· 922 KAR 1:140. Foster care and adoption permanency services.
PROCEDURE:

1. The initial CQA probably will not be completed and approved prior to conducting the five (5) day conference, Family Team Meeting.  If the CQA is not completed, the SSW obtains current assessment information from the investigative SSW, the petition for removal and may consider information from previous CQAs to assist in completing the Case Plan. The Case Plan is considered timely, even if the CQA is not yet completed.

2. The Case Plan information is then entered/submitted by the SSW and approved by the FSOS within ten (10) working days from the Family Team Meeting date. The TWIST copy of the Case Plan is then mailed or delivered to the family and others as appropriate. The next ongoing Case Plan is due within six (6) months from the child’s Temporary Removal Hearing (TRH) and order of temporary custody or placement date of a voluntary commitment, unless significant changes in family circumstances occur, requiring a new CQA and Case Plan.

3. Beginning with the five (5) day conference, Family Team Meeting, the SSW considers concurrent planning when developing a Case Plan. The SSW documents the decision concerning concurrent planning and the permanency goal on the Case Plan. The SSW may choose “Return to Parent” as a permanency goal and at the same time, have a permanency objective and tasks around “Adoption” in the OOHC section of the Case Plan.

4. When parents wish to voluntarily terminate parental rights, the SSW follows the procedures outlined in 7D.31 Voluntary Termination of Parent SOP and a Family Team Meeting is held but plans to reunite parent and child are not made unless the parents request it.

5. The SSW includes the following information in the Case Plan that is submitted to the court:

(a) Permanency goal(s);

(b) Information related to aggravated circumstances; and

(c) Compelling reason being met.

6. If a child returns home prior to the five (5) day conference, Family Team Meeting, the SSW does not complete the OOHC section of the Case Plan.  The SSW completes the Family section and enters the placement information.

7. When the child returns home from an OOHC placement, the SSW continues to utilize the OOHC section of the Case Plan until the court has released the Cabinet from commitment. Once the court has released commitment only the Family section of the Case Plan is completed by the SSW.

8. Regardless of the type of legal responsibility of the Cabinet (e.g., voluntary commitment, emergency custody, temporary custody or full commitment) a conference, Family Team Meeting, is held if the child’s initial placement is any of the following:

(a) Relative home, including Kinship Care;

(b) DCBS Resource Home;

(c) Emergency shelter;

(d) Private Child Care (PCC) provider child caring facility;

(e) PCC provider foster home;

(f) Group home;

(g) Treatment facility; or

(h) Hospital.

9. The SSW submits to the court a Case Plan no later than thirty (30) calendar days after the effective date of the court order for each child placed in the custody of the Cabinet by a commitment order or under Temporary Custody.  At the same time, the SSW sends a copy of the Case Plan to the Administrative Office of the Courts Citizen Foster Care Review Board Program at the following address:

Dependent Children’s Services

Administrative Office of the Courts

100 Millcreek Park

Frankfort, KY 40601
