SOP 7C.10.6

R. 12/15/04

Planned Permanent Living Arrangement (PPLA)
COA STANDARDS:

· G8.5.04 Family-Focused Service Planning

· S21.6 Permanent Planned Living Arrangement

· S21.6.02 Permanent Planned Living Arrangement

LEGAL AUTHORITY:

· KRS 620.180 Administrative regulations.
· 922 KAR 1:140. Foster care and adoption permanency services.
PROCEDURE:

1. The goal of Planned Permanent Living Arrangement (PPLA) is appropriate when determined by DCBS and the SSW that:

(a) Efforts have been made and documented in the case record to place the child for adoption or with a suitable and willing relative and the child has been placed on a national adoption register; or

(b) Other permanency goal options have been considered and are not appropriate due to the specific circumstances of the child;

(c) The DCBS, SRA or designee has reviewed, approved and documented that a goal of PPLA is in the best interest of the child;

(d) The court has determined that it would not be in the best interest of the child to be returned home, referred for TPR and placed for adoption or be permanently placed with a relative or guardian;

(e) The child has formed psychological ties with those with whom the child lives and adoption and guardianship has been discussed with the caregiver and it is not an appropriate or viable alternative. The caregiver and DCBS enters into a court-sanctioned written agreement regarding DCBS’s intention for the child to remain with the caregiver to provide a permanent living arrangement for the child; and

(f) For all children under sixteen (16) years of age, approval is required from the Commissioner or designee, prior to establishment of a goal of planned permanent living arrangement.

2. Prior to establishment of a goal of PPLA by DCBS and the SSW, approval is required from the DCBS Commissioner or designee for a child of any age placed with a private child caring agency.

3. The SSW submits a request in writing to the SRA or designee for the approval of the PPLA.

4. After the SRA or designee and the court have approved this goal for a child, the SSW may establish it as the goal in the Case Plan.
5. An “Agreement for Planned Permanent Living Arrangement” is developed with the child, caregiver and SSW and a copy of the agreement is filed in the case record.
6. Family members continued participation in case conferences, reviews and ongoing services is encouraged by the SSW even when the permanency goal is changed to PPLA pursuant to KRS 620.180 (2)(a). The SSW sends notification of case conferences and reviews to family members, keeping such documentation in the case record even when the family refuses to participate.
7. The SSW may request an exception or modification to procedures outlined in SOP 7E.3.3 - Ongoing Contact with the Family in those cases where:

(a) The parent(s) refuse  services; and
(b) There are no other children in the home that require ongoing or protective services. 
8. The SSW requests an exception or modification by written memorandum to the SRA or designee, outlining the worker’s continued efforts to maintain monthly ongoing visits with the family even though the child’s permanency goal has been changed to PPLA. The SRA or designee may:

(a) Decline the exception;

(b) Grant the exception; or 

(c) Grant a modification to the ongoing monthly visits with the family, if contact does not cease entirely.

