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CHILD PHYSICAL ABUSE INVESTIGATIONS

COA STANDARDS:

•
S10—Child Protective Services

LEGAL AUTHORITY:

•
KRS 600.020
PROCEDURE:

1. Types of documentation sought during physical abuse investigations may include:

(a) 1.The child’s verbal account;

(b) 2.Photographs of the child (or drawing and detailed written description of injury, if no camera is available), and the injury;
(c) Caretaker’s account of the events that lead up to the injury or how the injury occurred;
(d) 3.Eyewitness accounts;
(e) 4.History of alleged perpetrator; and
(f) 5.Evidence of domestic violence severe enough that the child is at risk of physical injury (e.g. thrown objects, broken glass, being held, or use of weapons). 
2. When asking the child questions regarding the physical abuse allegation, the SSW determines the level of pain felt by the child or how the child was impaired due to the reported incident. (Link to Physical Abuse Determination Tip Sheet and Pain Faces for Children Tip Sheet)
3. For all child physical abuse investigations, the SSW speaks to the child’s medical provider to obtain history of any past physical injuries or any information regarding the current injury and/or allegations.  If the SSW is concerned about the extent of the child’s current or possible injuries upon interviewing the child, the SSW requests that the parent or guardian has the child examined by a medical provider.    
4. The SSW may contact the Central Office Medical Support Section at (502)564-6852  for consultation during an investigation involving abuse or neglect.  When there is physical evidence of abuse, a medical assessment should be conducted as early as possible in the investigation.  The Medical Support Section can also consult with the worker to strategize as to what type of medical information is needed and if appropriate, assist with a referral to Division of Forensic Medicine.
(Link to: Tip Sheet for Concurrent Child Maltreatment and Domestic Violence; Skeletal Survey Fact Sheet; Shaken Baby Syndrome Fact Sheet; Traumatic Skin Lesions Fact Sheet; and Determining a Near Fatality Tip Sheet )
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CHILD PHYSICAL ABUSE INVESTIGATIONS
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•
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•
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Types of documentation sought during physical abuse investigations may include:

The child’s verbal account;

Photographs of the child (or drawing and detailed written description of injury, if no camera is available);

Eyewitness accounts;

History of alleged perpetrator; and

Evidence of domestic violence severe enough that the child is at risk of physical injury (e.g. thrown objects, broken glass, being held, or use of weapons). (Link: Tip Sheet for Concurrent Child Maltreatment and Domestic Violence) 
