SOP 3A.3

R. 9/15/06

HOME ENVIRONMENT PRE-REQUISITES
COA STANDARDS:

· S21.10.01

· S21.10.03

LEGAL AUTHORITY

· KRS 205.010(15)
· 922 KAR 1:350 

· 922 KAR 2:100
· 922 KAR 2:090
· 907 KAR 1:145
· 902 KAR 2:070
· 302 KAR 20
· KRS 189.125
PROCEDURE:

1. Upon approval as a Resource Home, the Resource Home parent(s) may request written approval from the SRA or designee to provide services as a certified:

(a) Provider of supports for community living in accordance with 907 KAR 1:145; or

(b) Family Child Care home in accordance with 922 KAR 2:100 that provides care for preschool children, school-age children, or both inside his/her own home for less than twenty-four (24) hours a day, provided that the certified child care home does not exceed the number authorized on the publicly displayed “certificate of operation.” Please note that the "certificate of operation" follows the requirements as described below from 922 KAR 1:100:

(1) If the provider cares for more than four (4) infants, including the provider's own or related infants, the provider has an assistant present.

(2) A provider does not care for more than six (6) children under the age of six (6) years old, including the provider's own or related children.

(3) The maximum number of unrelated children in the care of a certified family child care home provider does not exceed six (6).  A provider may care for four (4) related children in addition to six (6) unrelated children for a maximum child capacity of ten (10)

NOTE: The foster child in placement will be considered one of the provider's own children.

2. An approved Resource Home does not simultaneously:

(a) Provide licensed day care center (same as Child Care Center)services as regulated with 922 KAR 2:090; or
(b) Provide licensed or certified health care or social services.  This includes, but is not limited to, Adult Day Care.

3. If the Resource Home adjoins a place of business open to the public, potential negative impact on the family and the child are examined, including the:

(a) Hours of operation;

(b) Type of business; and

(c) Clientele.

4. If the Resource Home maintains an in-home business, potential safety and negative impact on the child are to be examined, including the:

(a) Hours of operation;

(b) Type of business; 

(c) Clientele; and

(d) Safety of hazardous materials (chemicals, tools, etc., used in the business).

5. The Resource Home parent is required to have access to:

(a) Reliable transportation;

(b) School;

(c) Recreation;

(d) Opportunities for religious, spiritual, or ethical development in the faith of the child or the faith of the child’s family.

(e) Medical care, including but not limited to physical, dental, and mental health; and

(f) Community facilities

6. A Resource Home parent who drives should:

(a) Possess a valid driver’s license;

(b) Possess a proof of liability insurance; and

(c) Abide by passenger restraint laws (KRS 189.125).
7. Each child is to have a separate bed.

8. Each child under age one (1) is to have a crib that:

(a) Meets Consumer Product Safety Commission standards and as outlined by the American Academy of Pediatrics; and
(b) Is age and size appropriate for the child.

9. Up to four (4) children, including the Resource Home parents’ own children may share a bedroom. When children share a bedroom, thorough consideration is given to age, gender and background. Children of different genders over the age of 5 do not share a bedroom.

10. Except for approval by the SRA or designee, a Resource Home parent or other household adult does not share a bedroom with a child under the custodial control of the Cabinet.

11. A bedroom used by a child under the custodial control of Cabinet is to be comparable to each bedroom in the house.

12. The physical condition of the Resource Home may not present a hazard to the safety and health of a child, and should:

(a) Be well heated and ventilated;

(b) Comply with state and local health requirements regarding water and sanitation.

(c) Provide indoor and out-of-door recreation space appropriate to the developmental needs of a child placed in the Resource Home.

13. The following items are to be inaccessible to a child:

(a) Alcoholic beverages;

(b) Poisonous or cleaning material; 

(c) Ammunition and Firearms are each locked and stored in separate locations; and 

(d) Medication (prescription and non-prescription) is to be locked.

14. A dangerous animal is not to be allowed near the child. All household animals are appropriately vaccinated for rabies as required by 902 KAR 2:070. Farm livestock are vaccinated as required by 302 KAR 20. 

15. First aid supplies with unexpired dates are to be available and stored in a place easily accessible to an adult or caregiver.  This includes:

(a) Bandaging of all sizes: adhesive strips, sterile gauze pads, and adhesive tape;

(b) Children’s aspirin;

(c) Children’s non-Aspirin pain reliever;

(d) Angled tweezers (to help remove glass or splinters);

(e) An oral thermometer; 

(f) Good quality scissors; 

(g) Cotton balls and cotton tip applicators; 

(h) Painless disinfecting ointment antibiotic cream for minor cuts;

(i) Antihistamine cream for insect bites and itching pain relief tablets; 

(j) An "instant ice" cold pack compress; 

16.  A working telephone is to be available in the home.
17. The home is to be equipped with a working smoke alarm within ten (10) feet of each bedroom.

