SOP 2.3

R. 5/15/04
SERVICES PRIOR TO THE ADOPTION

INTRODUCTION:

Pre-placement conferences are not required for foster parent adoptions, but required appropriate procedures are described in SOP 2.2.1 and SOP 2.2.2.  Adoptive Pre-placement Conferences are required for all children who are not being adopted by their foster parents.  Participation in the conference does not obligate either the Cabinet or the family to proceed with the placement.  The Adoptive Pre-placement Conference chairperson is selected from the potential adoptive family's service region. The Adoptive Pre-placement Conference may serve as a Periodic Review if the agenda includes the appropriate topics, a third party is present, and required items are documented. 

Placement of foster children into approved adoptive homes prior to termination of parental rights may occur when the petition for termination of parental rights has been filed and there is a likelihood that termination of parental rights will be achieved or in cases where the termination of parental rights is on appeal. Efforts should be made to locate an appropriate concurrent resource in hopes that the first placement can be the only foster care placement.

The Cabinet plays a strategic role during the post placement phase of adoption.  The family should continue to receive help in continually assessing their adjustment and their feelings, and to recognize and deal with potential problems. In addition to the support that the Cabinet can provide, the caseworker can link the family with appropriate community providers. Through the use of support services the family can identify and manage stress before it reaches crisis proportions, the adoption can often be stabilized and maintained.

The agency in partnership with the family must conscientiously develop a network of post placement service providers in the community and help to link the family with the most appropriate service providers.

(Link to Tip Sheet for Providing Support Services)
