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INITIAL PLACEMENT CONSIDERATIONS

INTRODUCTION:

The Cabinet provides an array of out of home care placements with services and locations that are designed to meet the special needs of each child and family. Specialized placements include emergency shelter care, family foster home, Care Plus homes, medically fragile homes, and residential treatment facilities.

Prior to a child’s initial removal and placement in out of home care, the Cabinet and the Court make a determination that the child is:

1. In danger of serious physical injury or is being sexually abused;

2. A victim of physical or emotional injury (as confirmed by a Qualified Mental Health Professional)inflicted by a parent, or injury that was allowed to be inflicted by other than accidental means; or

3. In immediate danger due to the parents’ failure or refusal to provide for the safety or needs of the child.

The SSW plans for and prepares a child for initial placement, even when that placement is an emergency. Services are based on the family assessment, case planning, and service consultation with the Family Team. Under “no circumstances” is a child in the custody of the Cabinet allowed to stay overnight in the residence of the SSW or other Department for Community Based Services (DCBS) staff providing protection and permanency services without prior approval from the Commissioner pursuant to 922 KAR 1:350.
When placing a child in foster care, the initial placement plan should be to place siblings together, unless circumstances exist that would not be in the child’s best interest. The sibling bond is irreplaceable. Connections between siblings and significant others should be maintained to preserve the child’s emotional well-being and self-esteem. 

(Link to Placement with Siblings Tip Sheet)
The SSW seeks a placement for a child in the:

· Most family-like, least restrictive setting;

· With the child’s siblings;

· That is in closest proximity to the family’s home; and

· Promotes continued contact with the child's family, friends, community, and other primary connections. 

The SSW consults with the Family Services Office Supervisor (FSOS) and uses the Placement Decision Making Matrix as a guide to document legitimate reasons for not placing siblings together at the time of initial placement. One of the conditions listed on the placement matrix must be met to justify separating siblings. The SSW documents the reasons for not placing siblings together in the case record. Efforts will be made to reunite siblings in the same resource home who are separated during the initial placement, unless exceptional reasons exist that prevent reunification.

A child in the custody of the Cabinet shall only be in a placement that is:

1. Approved or licensed; 

2. With a parent, when the parents’ care/home has been determined to be safe; or 

3. An approved relative placement.

When placing a child that is in the custody of the Cabinet, a Relative Placement is normally the first option considered as it is deemed the least restrictive Out-of-Home Care setting. 

(Link to Tip Sheet for Relative Placement)

