SOP 2.6.2

R. 7/1/05

R. 7/1/07

RELATIVE INDEPENDENT ADOPTIONS

COA STANDARDS:

· NA

LEGAL AUTHORITY:

· KRS 199.510  Investigation and report
· KRS 199.520 Judgment - Prerequisites - Orders - Name and legal status of child - Health history of biological parents and relatives to be given to adoptive parents
· KRS 199.572  Inspection of adoption records - Limitations
PROCEDURES:

1. The SSW completes a court report and/or criminal background check and child registry check when ordered by the Circuit or Family Court for a relative independent adoption. Receipt of the adoption petition is usually the first awareness the SSW has concerning a proposed relative adoption since stepparents, grandparents, aunts, uncles, great grandparents, great aunts, great uncles and siblings are exempt from having to obtain permission to receive the child. Circuit or Family Court may order DCBS The SSW's responsibility in these cases is the report to the court.  
Tthe court report is completed when:

1.
The Ppetitioner’s of relative independent adoptions may be is the child’s stepparent, grandparent, sister, brother, aunt, uncle, great grandparent, great aunt or great uncle;
2.
DCBS has been ordered by the Circuit Court to file a report and/or complete a criminal background check and child abuse registry check; or,

A search of local office records confirms a pending report of the adoptive petitioner’s child or spouse abuse/neglect or prior reports with "substantiated" findings.

In those situations in which a court report is completed: 

1.2.The SSW contacts the prospective adoptive parent or parents and explains the Department’s interest in the adoption and responsibility for making the report to the court;

2.3.The SSW has at least one face-to-face contact (either in the office or the petitioner’s home) with the adopting parent and the child;

3.4.The petitioners are to provide verification of their marriage;
4.5.Although these cases may not require as full an investigation as other independent adoptive placements, the SSW discusses the circumstances of the child being in the home; implications of adoption for the child, the birth parents, and the adoptive parent; why the petitioner wants to adopt; and plans the family has to tell the child about adoption, when he is not already aware of the adoptive plans. Any child able to converse is interviewed about his interests, activities, and relationship with other members of the adoptive household; when he is aware of his adoptive status, his reaction to the adoption is discussed. The SSW notes the adjustment of the child and family to the living situation;

5.6.When no problems are noted, the SSW may prepare an abbreviated report to the court including a disclaimer that the investigation resulting in this report was made to the extent of available staff of the Department for Community Based Services; and,

6.7.The abbreviated report on relative and stepparent independent adoptions includes the following information: 

(a)
A brief discussion of the circumstances of the child’s placement; 

(b)
General information on the petitioner, i.e., age, education, health and employment; 

(c)
Brief information on the child; 

(d)
A comment on the adjustment of the child and the adoptive parent or parents; and, 

(e)
Recommendations. 

8.  When areas of concern are detected, a full study and report to the court is made. Note: The SSW may make use of any of the agency’s forms normally used in non-relative independent adoptions for gathering information for the report and completes a report to the court when ordered.

9.  If the court report is not ordered to be completed, the judge is notified within ten (10) days of the Department’s receipt of the petition that the Department is unable to conduct the necessary investigation and make the report. The letter advises the court that the Department SSW will attempt to secure, and forward to the court upon receipt, the health history of the biological parents, DPP-191, and the DPP-192, Biological Parent Consent Form. (Link to SOP 2.6.3 Obtaining Relative Health Histories)
