SOP 2.5.1

R. 7/1/05
ADOPTION ASSISTANCE ELIGIBILITY AND CRITERIA

COA STANDARDS:

· S14.3 Services for the Child

LEGAL AUTHORITY:

· KRS 199.555 Payment of subsidy to adoptive parents - Conditions.
· KRS 199.557 Federal Title IV-E adoption assistance.
· 922 KAR 1:050  Approval of adoption assistance
PROCEDURES:

The Cabinet provides adoption assistance for special needs children who meet the following criteria: 
1. DCBS staff determines that the child will not be returned to the home of his parents (e.g., TPR); 

2. The child has a specific special need; and, 

3. A reasonable, but unsuccessful effort was made to place the child without providing adoption assistance (e.g. referral to SNAP or out-of-state agency as there was no waiting family available, or conditions exist which have made it impossible to place such a child in the past without adoption assistance.) 
Adoption Assistance may be available to any child for whom an adoptive placement is unlikely without assistance and who has one or more of the following conditions or circumstances called "special needs" that make them hard to place:

1. A physical or mental disability; 

2. An emotional or behavioral disorder; 

3. A recognized/documented risk of physical, mental or emotional disorder; 

4. A member of a sibling group (defined as two (2) or more children)  in which the siblings are placed together in the same adoptive placement; 

5. Previous adoption disruption or multiple placements; 

6. An African American child two (2) years old or older; or 

7. Age seven (7) or older with a significant emotional attachment or psychological tie to his foster family and the Department has determined that it would be in the child’s best interest to remain with the family. 

In rare circumstances, children who are receiving SSI benefits who have not previously been committed to CHFS may be eligible for adoption assistance. Inquiries concerning this should be directed to the Central Office Permanency Services Branch, Adoption Assistance Specialist.

