Dear Resource Parent:

In the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina many questions have been raised regarding the children who may have been displaced as a result of the storm’s destruction.  By now you may have heard from news reports or other sources that there is a need for placements for these children.  For this reason I would like to share the following information with you.

Staff in Central Office has been participating in federally sponsored conference calls for the purpose of learning what needs the child welfare providers in Louisiana, Mississippi, and Alabama may have and what response is needed from other states. At this point all three states have indicated that they do not have a need to place children in other states.  These three states have indicated that they can meet the foster care needs of the children in their states within their state.  While these states have expressed appreciation for these offers of help, they do not believe it would be in the children’s best interest to move them so far away from home.
While there is no current need for placements for displaced children, a contingency plan has been developed in the event that placements might be needed in the future.  Each region’s R&C worker will keep a list of foster parents who have indicated an interest in providing placement to children displaced as a result of Hurricane Katrina.  If placements are needed in Kentucky, Central Office will notify the local regions of the placement need.  
If you would be willing to have a child who is displaced as a result of Hurricane Katrina, please call me at (insert office number).  I will add your name to the list of foster parents willing to be considered for placement.  I have enclosed some numbers you may call if you are interested in other ways that you might want to offer assistance to the people who have been impacted by Hurricane Katrina.

Please remember that policy requires that you notify me of any changes in the composition in the home so if you decide to open up your home to others displaced by Katrina, I need to be informed as soon as possible.

Thank you for your continued support of children and for your compassion towards those who have suffered such great loss as a result of Hurricane Katrina.

Sincerely,

R&C Worker  
