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R. 2/15/04

PROCESS OVERVIEW – INITIAL ACTIONS AFTER CUSTODY/COMMITMENT
COA STANDARDS:

· G8.4

· S21.1 

· S21.2

LEGAL AUTHORITY:
· KRS Chapter 605 Administrative Matters
· KRS 605.090 Alternative treatment for committed children
· KRS 610.010 District Court jurisdiction of juvenile matters
· KRS Chapter 620 Dependency, Neglect, and Abuse  

· 922 KAR 1:140, Foster care and permanency services
· 922 KAR 1:310, Standards for child-placing agencies
· 922 KAR 1:350 Family preparation
· 922 KAR 1:490, Background checks
· 42 U.S.C. Sec. 672, Foster care maintenance payments program
· CFR Title 45, Chapter XIII, Part 1356.21, Foster care maintenance payments program implementation requirements
· CFR Title 45, Chapter XIII, Part 1355.25, Principles of child and family services
· Child and Family Service Plan #1.3, Out of Home Care Services

PROCEDURE:

1. Following an order in which a child enters the custody of the Cabinet, either via a temporary order of custody or commitment, the SSW:

(a) Requests a court finding that the Cabinet has made reasonable efforts to prevent removal, and that removal is in the child’s best interest; 

(b) Consults with the FSOS and uses the Placement Decision Making Matrix at the time of initial placement;

(c) Develops the initial placement plan to place siblings together, unless circumstances exist that would not be in the child’s best interest (Link to Placement with Siblings Tip Sheet);
(d) Initiates the Title IV-E eligibility determination;

(e) Conducts a search for an absent parent; 

(f) Obtains a health history and immunization record upon initial removal  or removal from a previous caregiver/provider;

(g) Ensures that the child receives a physical health screening within forty-eight (48) hours, and treatment for any injury/illness that may be the result of maltreatment within twenty-four (24) hours;

(h) Ensures that the child has a physical, dental, and visual examination scheduled within two (2) weeks;

(i) Completes the DSS-1251A, Child Placement History Log. If TWIST entries are not current or valid, enter a permanent address for the child (not the placement address), date of birth, social security number and special characteristics (such as special rate).

(j) Requests that the child’s current school complete an Educational Passport, if the child is of school age and will be attending a different school;

(k) Ensures that the child’s caregiver is given a Medical Passport; 

(l) Provides information to the caregiver regarding development of a Lifebook; and

(m) (If the child is diagnosed with mental retardation or developmental disabilities) sends the completed MAP-620, Application for SCL Waiver and ICF/MR Services to the Support for Community Living Coordinator at the Department of Mental Retardation, 100 Fair Oaks Lane, Frankfort 40601, and initiates contact with the Department of Mental Health.

2. The SSW convenes the Family Team to develop a case plan and a plan for visitation with parents and siblings/others.

3. The SSW seeks a placement for a child in the most family-like, least restrictive setting that is in closest proximity to the family’s home. The placement is to provide services that are designed to meet the child’s individual needs as assessed in the CQA, and should be consistent with the permanency goal and expectations regarding the child’s length of stay in the custody of the Cabinet. (Link to CPS CQA Anchors)  
(a) Home Placement of a committed child with a parent is rare and is only considered when the parent’s care has been determined to be safe through the CQA process. At the time a committed child is placed in the home of his/her parents, the parents are notified in writing of the conditions of the home placement and the criteria that would warrant removal. The committing court approves this arrangement, and Tthere are special procedures governing the removal of a committed child from the home. 

(b) Placement of a child with a suitable, willing relative is generally the first placement option. When appropriate, relative placement is considered the least restrictive out-of-home care setting. When the child is initially removed from the child’s home and placed in a non-relative placement, the SSW explores the possibility of placing the child with relatives when another placement is needed, or relatives have been located. The SSW considers relatives of both custodial and non-custodial parents.

(c) Placement of a child in a DCBS or PCC resource home is sought when a less restrictive placement is not available or appropriate.  When placing siblings in a DCBS or PCC resource home, the family team assesses the services that will be required to support the placement during the initial Five (5) Day Conference, FTM and at each subsequent case/periodic review.  

4. Private child caring or private child placing (PCC or PCP) agencies may provide care and services for a child for whom the Cabinet has legal responsibility. The SSW does not refer a child under eight (8) years of age for placement in a PCC residential program, except under special circumstances, and with SRA approval. 

5. The SSW obtains a Level of Care Assignment for all children forty-eight (48) months and older who are placed in out-of-home care, unless the child is in a relative placement.

6. In addition, the SSW shall address the appropriate guidelines for service delivery, as well as specific guidelines established for addressing the following special casework situations:

(a) Native American child
(b) Out-of-state placement
(c) Separation of siblings

(d) Consideration of race or ethnicity
(Link to brochure: When Your Child is Removed From Your Home: A Parents’ Guide)

(Link to Out-of-Home Care (OOHC) Checklist)
