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IN OUT OF HOME PLACEMENT

· Workers should process child’s situation or removal issues in a manner that supports the family’s strengths.  Being honest with the child about the removal is important but workers and other professionals should help the child maintain a positive outlook to ease the trauma of removal that most children experience.  

· Workers ensure that the resource family supports the biological family’s strengths and assists the child in processing their feelings in a positive way.  Children should be allowed to express themselves openly about visits and other contact that offers the child support in maintaining family connections.  

· Workers ensure that the resource family supports attachment to the biological family through regular contact such as visitation, phone calls, mail and attendance of outside activities when appropriate.

· Workers should establish required visitation that promotes attachment of parent and child.  Remember that visitation may need to be separate for each parent.

· Choose a neutral visitation location that is comfortable and non-threatening to the family, preferably not in the local office unless ordered by the court.

· The visitation location should provide activities that will initiate direct and positive interaction between parent and child.  Encourage parents to bring age appropriate games or toys.

· If the family does not appear to be interacting appropriately, workers should intervene to coach parent with suggestions for activities.

· When visits are unsupervised, establish the routine for the visit in advance to ensure that the visit promotes family bonding.

· All family members should be involved in joint counseling when the age of the child is appropriate.  This will assist them in processing their feelings about the separation and provide additional positive contact.

· Other family members that are significant to the child should be included in the visitation when requested and appropriate.

· Children should continuously develop and maintain a life book that includes all family members.  Children should be encouraged to have photographs or special items related to their parents/family while in an out of home placement.
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