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Concurrent Child Maltreatment and Domestic Violence 

Tip Sheet

Screening for Domestic Violence in Child Maltreatment Reports: 

At the Point of Intake

1. Consider the following issues and questions when gathering information for investigation and assessment from all referral sources:

· Current safety of adult victim and children.

· Acts of physical violence or threats.

· Destruction of property or pets.

· Injuries- physical and emotional.

· Availability of weapons.

· Pattern of coercive behaviors by perpetrator.
· Primary aggressor issues:
· Who is afraid?

· Who is controlled?
· Who controls resources?

· Who is repeatedly assaulted?

· Past help seeking by victim.

2. If the referral source is the alleged victim, immediately ask:

· Are you safe?
· Are your children safe?
· Is your partner there?  If not, when do you expect him/her to return?

· Is your partner currently under the influence of drugs or alcohol?

· Does he/she have weapons?  

· Do you want me to call law enforcement?

· Are you or your children physically injured?  

· If so, do you or your children need medical attention?

· Do you need to leave your home?

· Do you have a safe place to go?  

· Do you have safe transportation?

· Do I need to arrange for emergency shelter?

Child Maltreatment Investigations Involving Domestic Violence: 

Interviewing Adult Victims, Alleged Perpetrators and Child Victims

1. When interviewing the adult victim, continuously assess both the victim's ability to protect self and children.

2. Always conduct separate interviews with the adult victim, the child victim and the alleged perpetrator.

3. Since domestic violence situations are often extremely volatile, continuously assess for worker safety.

4. When possible, coordinate interviews with community partners (i.e. law enforcement and spouse abuse shelter staff).

Adult Victim

1. Assess whether the adult victim poses a maltreatment threat to the children, not specifically related to the domestic violence.

2. Since adult victims of domestic violence are often reluctant to discuss domestic violence due to fear that their children will be removed from the home, focus on safety issues in order to avoid victim blaming and gain trust.

3.  Explain that every effort will be made to limit information shared with the alleged perpetrator to the alleged child maltreatment, unless the victim grants permission to discuss the adult victimization.

4. The following questions provide an outline for interviewing an adult victim which address both safety and risk issues:

· Tell me about your relationship?

· How do decisions get made in your relationship?

· Does you partner ever act jealous or possessive?

· Does your partner isolate you from others?

· Has your partner ever used or threatened to use a weapon against you or your children?

· Have you ever felt uncomfortable or afraid around your partner?

· Has your partner ever used physical force on you?  If so, how often?  Worst incident?  Latest incident?

· If previous abuse has occurred, what action have you taken to protect yourself and your children?

· Has your partner ever threatened to abduct your children?

· Has he been specifically abusive to the children?

· Have the children witnessed a violent episode?

· If this happens again, how do you plan to protect yourself and your children?

· May we develop a specific safety plan together?

Alleged Perpetrator

1. If the adult victim or child's safety is compromised by interviewing the alleged perpetrator, take immediate steps to ensure their safety before the interview.

2.  When interviewing alleged perpetrators, do not confront with direct information from the victim. 

3. Since additional information is likely available from the victim, law enforcement or other collaterals, a forced admission from the alleged perpetrator is inappropriate and potentially dangerous to both the worker and the victim.

Child Victim 

1. Children can provide a unique perspective on the dynamics of the domestic violence, but their perception is often influenced by their emotional attachment to either the victim or perpetrator.

2. Even if a child is not physically harmed during the actual domestic violence incident, witnessing domestic violence affects children in different ways depending on some of the following factors: 

· Age of the child; 
· Degree of violence; 
· Extent of control on the part of the perpetrator; and/or
· Relationship of the child to the perpetrator. 
Each child should be assessed individually in order to determine the magnitude of the effects of the domestic violence on the child(ren).

3. Older children are more likely to minimize the incident in order to protect one or both parents and maintain their perception of the family unit.

4. Always share information gathered from the child's interview with the adult victim in order to help the adult understand the effects of domestic violence on the children, as long as the child's safety will not be compromised.

5. If a child does not have idea of what do to be safe during a domestic violence incident, give them basic safety information or help the adult victim plan for both her safety and that of the child.

6. The following questions can assist the worker in understanding the domestic violence incident from the child's perspective:

· What kind of things do mom and dad (step-parent or paramour) fight about?

· Do they yell at each other?

· Does someone get hit when they fight?

· What do you do when this is happening?

·  Do you ever get hurt when they are fighting?

· Why do you think they fight?

· What would you like them to do to make it better?

· When they fight, what do you worry about the most?

· Have you talked to any other adults about this?

· What would you do if you were afraid and needed to get help?

· Can we make a plan, in case this happens again?
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