The following requests for clarification related to SOP have been addressed by Quality Central staff and are being forwarded to all regions.  A complete listing of requests and clarifications will be available on the CFC Online Manuals website http://manuals.chfs.ky.gov/dcbs_manuals/DPP/index_dpp.asp.

Request #1: What if a child is in foster care, and one year later, a family member finds the child. Is the family member eligible for Kinship Care?
Clarification #1: Yes, per KRS 605.120(5), the child may be placed with a qualified relative (regardless of the time the child has been in foster care), and they will be eligible for the Kinship Care Program, if they satisfactorily complete the initial eligibility determination process and the eligibility determination process for financial assistance under the Kinship Care Program.  Relative/Kinship Care placements are typically preferred to foster care placements.

Request #2: Search on the website does not bring up anything but the chapters of the manual that contains that word or phrase.  You then must search the entire chapter to find what you are looking for. Is there an easier way to search the individual chapters without reviewing the entire document?

Clarification #2: Yes, provided in the resource section of the website is a Tip Sheet to assist staff in the search functionality of the DPP website. See link: Tip Sheet for Key Word/ Phrase Search on DPP Website.

Request #3: In the past, R&C handled Custody Evaluations made by the Circuit Court.
Clarification #3: The change was made in SOP from R & C staff to local office, to give the field some latitude in how the task was accomplished. Regional protocol can still be followed as long as it meets the requirements set forth in SOP.
