WEATHERIZATION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

2002 - 2003 FACT SHEET
PURPOSE:
Provides benefits to eligible households in the form of energy conservation improvements to the dwelling in order that the dwelling’s members live in a more safe and healthful environment with a reduction in energy costs. 

FUNDING:
U.S. Department of Energy and 15% transfer from the LIHEAP Block Grant.  Program is operated under DOE regulations.  Total funding for SFY 2003 - $7.7million.  A state plan must be prepared annually.

SERVICE

22 Community Action Agencies and 2 municipal governments.

PROVIDERS:

Contract with KACA, which subcontracts with the service providers.


ELIGIBILITY:
1)  Total annual household income must be at or below 125% of the poverty level; or

2) The household has a member who has received SSI or TANF sometime during the twelve month period prior to eligibility determination.

3) Dwellings may be re-weatherized providing the dwelling was weatherized prior to Oct. 1, 1993

APPLICATION
Individuals can apply at local Community Action Agencies  (in Jefferson County 

PROCESS:

City of Louisville or Jefferson County Community Development Division).  Applications are maintained until services are provided or the applicant or dwelling is no longer eligible.  

Applications are prioritized for service on a regular basis, at least every six months, 

according to:

· Total family members.

· Members who are elderly, disabled, or households with young children.

· Household income in relation to poverty level.

· Primary fuel type

· Fuel costs in relation to the household income.

· Households where there are children at risk, as determined by the local DCBS office, of being removed from the home because of the dwelling's substandard conditions.  Those applications will be determined an emergency and assistance will be provided immediately.
BENEFITS:

Allowable measures are selected based on the need of each individual dwelling and are designed to reduce heating costs, make the dwelling more energy efficient and to provide a more healthful, safe and comfortable living environment.  Each dwelling is evaluated using tools such as the Blower Door to determine air leakages, a computerized energy audit - National Energy Audit (NEAT) for site built homes and Manufactured Home Energy Audit (MHEA) for mobile homes,  Energy systems are evaluated for safeness and energy efficiency, fuel leaks and carbon monoxide.  Benefits may include:

· Repair or replacement of a heating system; 

· Elimination of carbon monoxide spillage and fuel leaks;

· Reduction of air infiltration; 

· Insulation in attic, walls and floor. 

· Carbon Monoxide Detectors and Smoke Alarms in all dwellings

· Energy education

· Hot water heaters

· Energy efficient light bulbs and low flow shower heads.




Incidental repairs, such as roof repair, to the dwelling are allowable if the repairs are 

necessary to either install or protect a weatherization measure.  Weatherization is an energy saving measure and not rehab.  However, this does not prevent an agency from rehab.  If the agency has access to other resources, the agency can use weatherization funds to weatherize the dwelling and funds  from other sources, Ky Housing funds, low income loans, etc.  

Maximum allowable cost per any one dwelling is $3,200, with an overall agency average of $2,568 per dwelling for weatherization and $1,000 for a heat system repair/replacement. The allowable cost per dwelling is increased adjusted annually, based on Consumer Price Index..  Average annual energy savings is approximately $300 per dwelling.. Plan to weatherize 2,091 dwellings during the current contract year.  Through March, 2002, 1564 dwellings have received services.  Since the inception of weatherization, Ky has weatherized approximately 50,000 homes.  Nationally, over 5 million have been weatherized.  

RENTAL POLICY:
Rental property may be weatherized provided the owner of the dwelling has given his permission by signing a Landlord/Tenant Agreement.  If the landlord is not program eligible, he must agree to:

· Not raise the rent for a period of 30 months for any low income tenant unless he can demonstrate that a rent increase is not related to the weatherization improvements.
· That he will provide 75% of all material and labor costs in excess of $150 for necessary repair/replacement of a heating system, except for those rental units occupied by an eligible family with at risk children, the landlord must agree to pay 50% of the costs for a heating system to be repaired or replaced.
T&TA:


Agency staff, crews or private contractors for those agencies that use private contractors, 




must be trained and certified in the following areas before they can perform work on a dwelling:

· Dwelling Needs Evaluation and Materials Specifications

· Blower Door

· Energy Audits

· Energy Systems Evaluations

· Lead Based Paint Safe Weatherization Work Practices

· CPR

· NFDA codes

Training is provided by T&TA staff who work in the Division of Family Support.

MONITORING: Each dwelling must receive a final inspection from the agency's evaluation and signed off by him prior to the dwelling being reported as a completion.  T&TA staff monitor each agency at least once during the contract year for contract compliance and on-site dwelling reviews.  Those dwellings not meeting the standards, either in work quality or materials, will have to do as rework.  The correction may be made at the time of the review or may be corrected later and reported to the T&TA staff.
