SOP 7H.1

R. 11/15/06

CHILD FATALITY OR NEAR FATALITY GENERAL GUIDELINES

COA STANDARDS:

· NA 

LEGAL AUTHORITY:

· KRS 211.680-211.686 Review of Child Fatalities
· KRS 600.020 Definitions for KRS Chapters 600 to 645
· KRS 620.050 Immunity for good faith actions or reports
· 922 KAR 1:420, Child fatality or near fatality investigations
PROCEDURE:

1.  Receiving and Assessing the Report:
(a)Protection and Permanency upon receiving a report of a child fatality or near fatality:
(a) Determine if the referral meets criteria as outlined in 7A.2 Acceptance Criteria;

(b) Conduct an investigation when the referral meets criteria as outlined in SOP 7B CPS Investigation or FINSA to:  

(1) Assess whether the fatality or near fatality was caused by abuse or neglect;

(2) Assess risk to any child(ren) in the home (including survivor of a near fatality);and

(3) Protect any children remaining in the home.

(b) If Protection and Permanency staff learn through the media of a child fatality or near fatality due to suspected abuse or neglect and have not received an actual referral, they may contact law enforcement or the coroner for additional information.  If the information received meets acceptance criteria, Protection and Permanency conducts and investigation.

(c) In cases where abuse or neglect has resulted in a fatality or near fatality and there has been any previous resource linkage / referral to community partners, assessment or investigation on the child or family, the case is considered to have previous Protection and Permanency involvement and is required per KRS 620.050(12) to have an internal review.

2. Notification:

(a) The SSW notifies the Service Region Administrator (SRA) or, in his or her absence the SRA designee, on all fatalities or near fatalities involving:

(a) Suspected child abuse or neglect;

(b) Current open cases for ongoing services; 

(c) Cases that have had ongoing services within the last twelve (12) months;

(d) Any open investigation; or

(e) Any death of a child in the custody of the Cabinet.

(b) Upon receiving a report of a child fatality that meets criteria for an investigation, the SSW: 

(1) Notifies the SRA or, in his or her absence the SRA designee, immediately (even at night and on weekends) of the:

(A) Name and age of victim;

(B) Names of parents or caretaker and alleged perpetrator;

(C) Known circumstances around the fatality or near fatality

(D) Description of physical injuries or medical condition of the child at the time of fatality or near fatality;

(E) Names, ages and location of additional children in the family and any actions taken for their safety;

(F) Description of Protection and Permanency history with the family or caretaker, if any;

(G) Actions taken by Protection and Permanency to date and future actions to be taken, including initiation of an investigation; and

(H) Involvement of other professionals in the case; and

(2) Notifies law enforcement immediately by telephone (unless law enforcement was the reporting source). Law enforcement, the Commonwealth Attorney and/or the County Attorney are notified of all child fatalities allegedly due to abuse or neglect in writing using the DPP-115, Confidential Suspected Abuse, Neglect, Dependency or Exploitation Reporting Form. 
(c)The region notifies the Child Fatality Specialist by completing/submitting the Notice of Child Fatality/Near Fatality form by fax at (502) 564-3096 or by email (DPP.childfatality@ky.gov), within twenty-four (24) hours, exclusive of weekends and holidays on all fatalities or near fatalities involving:

(1) Suspected child abuse or neglect;

(2) Current open cases for ongoing services;  

(3) Cases that have had ongoing services within the last twelve (12) months;

(4) Any open investigation; or

(5) Any death of a child in the custody of the Cabinet.

(6) A child fatality or near fatality in a DJJ-operated facility is referred to the Justice Cabinet for investigation under a Memorandum of Understanding between DJJ and the Cabinet for Health and Family Services.

(d) If a referral is received regarding a child with a disability who is potentially being denied medically beneficial treatment or being deprived of nourishment by caretakers, the regional medically fragile liaison and the DPP, Medical Support Section of Central Office is consulted at (502) 564-2136.
(e) The SSW or Regional Office notifies the Cabinet for Environmental and Public Protection Division of Public Protection and Advocacy, when a child is a fatality or near fatality as a result of alleged abuse or neglect and the:

(1) Child is identified as a Protection and Advocacy client; and

(2) Perpetrator is in a caretaker role.

3. De-Briefing Protection and Permanency staff on responses to trauma regarding fatality and near fatality cases: 

(a)Trauma is inherit in child fatality and near fatality investigations and each service region will follow procedures outlined in SOP 1B.18 - De-Briefing Protection and Permanency (DPP) Staff on Reaction and Emotional Responses to Trauma to assist Protection and Permanency staff in coping with reactions and emotional responses to trauma.

