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R. 5/15/04
KINSHIP CARE PROGRAM

INTRODUCTION:

The Kinship Care Program is an alternative to foster care for a child who has been determined abused or neglected by the Cabinet within 120 days of the Cabinet's placing the child with the caretaker relative, or is dependent due to the death of both parents and subsequently has been placed by the Cabinet with a caretaker relative.  Effective August 1, 2003, all prospective Kinship Care cases will be subject to new eligibility criteria, which includes that the child's placement occurs due to the death of both parents or within 120 days of the Cabinet's substantiation of abuse or neglect.  The Kinship Care Program and related benefits are only provided to those who meet eligibility requirements contained within the corresponding administrative regulation, 922 KAR 1:130; thus, the Kinship Care Program is not an entitlement program. 

Please note that 922 KAR 1:130, section 9 states, “A child shall not be eligible for the Kinship Care program if the child does not have a designated Cabinet worker to monitor the child’s permanency, safety, and well-being, unless the kinship caregiver has pursued permanent custody of the child.”  Effective August 1, 2003, all potential Kinship Care Program recipients must undergo an initial eligibility process conducted by Protection and Permanency staff before Family Support staff can determine the child's eligibility for financial assistance under the Kinship Care Program.  Protection and Permanency staff must maintain an open case until the child reunifies with parents or permanent custody is pursued.  The child's placement with the caretaker relative ideally leads to a more timely and permanent living arrangement and causes less distress for the child.  A timeframe for the pursuit of permanency by the kinship caregiver has been established for both current and future kinship caregivers.  

The Kinship Care Program was designed to utilize Temporary Assistance for Needy Families Block Grant (TANF) funding.  Because TANF funding is utilized, the Kinship Care Program requires, at minimum, the collaboration of DCBS staffs dedicated to child welfare as well as Kentucky Transitional Assistance Program (K-TAP) benefits.

Each Service Region develops procedures for the referral and tracking of Kinship Care cases. The Cabinet and community partners share responsibility for providing a full range of services and support that address the factors that place families at risk of separation and the needs of kinship families.
DEFINITIONS:

1. "Adolescent member of a household" means a youth who:

(a) Resides in the home of an individual who applies for approval to be a caretaker relative; and

(b) Is age twelve (12) through age seventeen (17).

2. “Adult member of the household" means an adult who:

(a) Resides in the home of an individual who applies for approval to be a caretaker relative; and

(b) Is age eighteen (18) and older.

3. "Caretaker relative" means a relative with whom the child is, or shall be placed by the Cabinet, who is seeking to qualify as a caretaker relative.

4. "Child", under TANF, means an individual who is:

(a) Under age sixteen (16); or 

(b) Age sixteen (16) to eighteen (18) and in regular full-time attendance in elementary, middle , or high school or equivalent level of vocational or technical school; or

(c) Under age eighteen (18) and a graduate of high school or equivalent.  

5. “Kentucky Transitional Assistance Program" or "K-TAP" means Kentucky's Temporary Assistance for Needy Families money payment program established in 921 KAR Chapter 2.

6. “Kinship caregiver" means the qualified caretaker relative of the child with whom the child is placed by the Cabinet as an alternative to foster care.

7. "Relative" means an adult related to a child by blood, marriage, or adoption.  

8. "Respite care" is continuous care for a period of at least twenty-four (24) hours. 

