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LEGAL GUARDIANSHIP

COA STANDARDS:

· G8.5.04 Family-Focused Service Planning
LEGAL AUTHORITY:

· U.S. Code 42 USC Section 675
· KRS 620.140 Dispositional alternatives. 
· KRS 620.180 Administrative regulations.
· 922 KAR 1:140. Foster care and adoption permanency services.
INTRODUCTION:

2.Guardianship is a judicially created relationship between child and caregiver which is intended to be permanent and self-sustaining as evidenced by the transfer to the caregiver of the following parental rights with respect to the child’s:

(a) Protection;

(b) Education;

(c) Care and control;

(d) Custody; and

(e) Decision-making.

PROCEDURE:

1. Legal guardianship is appropriate for children when determined by DCBS and the SSW:

(a) That reunification with return to the parents or adoption is not in the best interest of the child;

(b) There is an identified adult willing to seek legal guardianship of the child; and

(c) It is in the child’s best interest for the adult identified to seek legal guardianship of the child.  
2. The SSW may assist relatives that are deemed suitable and appropriate by DCBS in pursuit of obtaining legal guardianship in Family or District Court.

