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EMOTIONAL INJURY (NEGLECT)
COA STANDARDS:

· NA


LEGAL AUTHORITY:

· KRS 600.020(24)
PROCEDURES:
1. A report may be accepted as suspected emotional injury when the reporting source has reason to believe that:

(a) A child’s mental or emotional wellbeing, has been harmed or is at risk of harm; 

(b) The harm to the child’s mental or emotional wellbeing is evidenced by a substantial and observable impairment in the child’s ability to function within a normal range of performance and behavior with due regard to his age, development, culture, and environment; and

(c) The parent, or other caretaker, inflicted the harm to the child’s mental or emotional wellbeing by non-accidental means.

2. The SSW and FSOS follow procedures outline in SOP 7A.1 General Guidelines for Receiving a Report and SOP 7A.2 Acceptance Criteria – General Guidelines when assessing emotional abuse criteria for emotionally abusive behaviors, utilizing the “Emotional Abuse Criteria for Emotionally Abusive Behaviors” listed in procedure number three (3) below.
3. In determining whether a child may be emotionally injured, the following factors may be considered SSW and FSOS considers the following “Emotional Abuse Criteria for Emotionally Abusive Behaviors” regarding emotionally abusive behaviors that will, or are likely to, cause emotional injury to a child, or may put the child at risk of an emotional injury. Issues such as the degree to which the child is exposed and the severity of the action or inaction are also considered when determining emotional abuse criteria for emotionally abusive behaviors.

Emotional Abuse Criteria for Emotionally Abusive Behaviors

(a) Spurning – Any act that leads to the deprecation, belittling, or other humiliation of the child including verbal and non-verbal caregiver acts that reject and degrade a child. These behavior may include, but are not limited to:

· Repetitive verbal harassment.

· Scapegoating.

· Speaking to/about child in depreciating, resentful or angry way.

· Inappropriate withholding of affection from one child while giving to another.

· Name calling.

· Use of profanity toward the child.

· Public humiliation.

· Insulting or disparaging remarks.

(b) Terrorizing – Any act that expose a child to intense fear or anxiety of physical or sexual assault or harm to themselves or his/her loved ones. These behaviors include, but are not limited to:

· Prolonged exposure to domestic violence.

· Child has been placed in a chaotic, unpredictable, dangerous environment likely to create extreme stress.
· Verbally threatening in a manner creating fear of bodily harm or death to self or others. Consider:

· Whether person making threats have a history of violence.

· Use of weapons or instruments in the threat, presence of weapons in the home.

· Indications of occurrence of cult or ritualistic practices

· Child exposed to frequent/intense episodes of domestic violence.
(c) Exploitation/Corruption– Any act that uses a child to meet the emotional, psychological, or other needs of another person. Any caregiver acts that encourage the child to develop inappropriate behaviors (self-destructive, antisocial, criminal, deviant or other maladaptive behaviors).  These acts include, but are not limited to:

· Repeated negative communication to child about one or both parents/guardians or other caregiver.

· Use of a child to communicate negative, inappropriate, or adult information between two adults or one adult and another person 

· Use of a child for the personal financial gain of a parent/guardian or other adult.

· Use of drugs or alcohol with a child, providing same to child, or allowing child to access and/or consume drugs or alcohol.

· Encouraging or allowing a child to steal, be truant from school, break curfew, misrepresent medical condition for personal gain, or any other illegal act.
· Encouraging or allowing a child to be involved with an inappropriate sex partner.
(d) Isolating – Any act that results in the prolonged confinement of a child or the restriction of contact with others including appropriate peer relations. These acts include, but are not limited to:

· Prolonged periods of confinement.

· Restricting reasonable peer contact to allow normal development of peer relationships.

· Confinement to a limited group with bizarre or highly controversial beliefs/values and not allowing exposure to other ideas and views.
· Confining the child or placing unreasonable limitations on the child’s freedom of movement within his or her environment.
(e) Denying emotional responsiveness – Any act that causes a child’s need for emotional support/nurturing not to be met. These acts include, but are not limited to:

· Denial of appropriate/socially acceptable physical contact necessary for the child’s well-being.

· Declining nurturing to a child.

· Failure to demonstrate appropriate affection to ensure the development of healthy psychological attachments.

· Failure to express reasonable affection for a child.
(a) The child exhibits an observable impairment in behavior, which indicates exposure to situations of fear, rejection, isolation, humiliation, debasement or corruption, from the action or inaction of their caretakers;

(b) Reports from a mental health professional that a child has an emotional injury due to his dysfunctional family situation;

(c) Repetitive verbal harassment, scapegoating, or speaking to or about the child in a depreciating, resentful, or angry way;

(d) Reports of children being verbally threatened in such a manner that creates fear of bodily harm or death to themselves or others;

(e) Reports of caretakers producing (or creating the risk of producing) observable impairment in the behavior of the child by:

(1) Consistently not engaging in positive contact with the child; 

(2) Punishing the child for requesting affection; or 

(3) Inappropriately withholding affection from one child while showing affection to another;

(f) Reports of children being exposed to frequent or intense episodes of domestic violence that produce (or create a risk of producing) an observable impairment in the child’s behavior;

(g) Reports of caretaker encouraging or allowing the child to engage in destructive or unlawful behavior;

(h) Reports of a caretaker exploiting a child for advantage or profit that is detrimental to the child;

(i) The child’s functioning in school;

(j) The presence of symptoms that would indicate psychological, emotional, social, or cognitive impairment;

(k) Psychological or psychiatric evaluations of the child;

(l) The presence or lack of bonding between parent and child;

(m) The length of time the situation has been endured and what behavioral changes have been observed;

(n) Reports of emotional injury involving threats when the person making the threats has a history of violence, the use of weapons or instruments in the threat and their presence in the home; and

(o) Indications of the occurrence of cult practices.

(Link to Mental Health/Illness Indicators Tip Sheet)
(Link to Tip Sheet for Substance Use/Abuse)

(Link to Flow Chart regarding Emotional Injury Assessment)
