
SOP 2.5

R. 8/1/03

ADOPTION ASSISTANCE

INTRODUCTION:

Adoptive families are given detailed information concerning the full range of financial supports, medical assistance, and services available to them and their "special needs child".  Unlike foster parents, adoptive parents are expected to assume the routine financial cost of parenting (food, clothing and shelter).  Adoptive families are given a copy of the "Kentucky Adoptive Assistance Handbook for Parents".  Adoption Assistance may include one or more of the following options:

1. Monthly subsidy

2. Non-recurring expenses

3. Extraordinary medical expenses
The purpose of monthly subsidy is to assist the adoptive family in meeting the special needs of the child.  Monthly subsidy is a negotiated monthly rate and is not necessarily equal to the applicable foster care per diem for the child. However, the monthly subsidy can not exceed the applicable DCBS foster care per diem for the child.

The purpose of non-recurring Adoption Assistance is to offset the expenses of adopting a "special needs" child.  The maximum amount can not exceed $1000.00 per child.  Allowable expenses include: court costs, adoption fees and attorney fees; cost of adoptive home studies, including health and psychological examinations; supervision of placement costs prior to adoption; and transportation, food and lodging for the child and adoptive parents when necessary to complete the adoptive placement of the adoption finalization process. 

Extraordinary medical expenses are expenses related to a child’s special needs which existed prior to the adoption and are not reimbursable by private insurance, the medical card, or any other resource.  Parents may be required to make a co-payment based on their income.
 (Link to Extraordinary Medical Expenses – Reimbursable and Non-Reimbursable)


