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A person must be a United States (U.S.) citizen or an eligible alien in order to participate in the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program.  Nationals of Puerto Rico, Guam, U.S. Virgin Islands, American Samoa or Swain’s Island are equivalent to U.S. citizenship.  Other individuals are ineligible to participate until they become U.S. citizens, or meet exemption criteria outlined below:

A.
An alien must be both a qualified alien listed in item 1, and meet special SNAP criteria in item 2, to be eligible.  Aliens who are both qualified and meet SNAP criteria are eligible to receive SNAP benefits indefinitely from the date of application.  Aliens who are considered qualified but do not meet SNAP criteria must live in the United States for 5 years or longer in qualified status to be eligible.
1.
Qualified Alien
a.
Lawfully admitted for permanent residence;

b.
Granted asylum under section 208 of INA;
c.
Refugee admitted under section 207.  Victims, their spouses and dependent children, and if the victim is a child, the child's parents and siblings, of a severe form of trafficking as defined by the Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000, are treated as refugees; 

d.
Paroled under section 212(d)(5) of INA for at least one year;

e.
Deportation withheld under 243(h) or 241(b)(3) of INA;

f.
Granted conditional entry under 203(a)(7) in effect prior to 4/1/80;
g.
Cuban or Haitian entrant as defined in 501(e) of Refu​gee Education Assistance Act (REAA) of 1980.  Section 501(e) defines Cuban and Haitian entrants as any individ​ual:

(1)
Granted parole status as a Cuban/Haitian entrant (Status pending);

(2)
Granted any other special status established under USCIS laws for these nationals; 

(3)
Being a national of Cuba or Haiti, paroled into the U.S. and has not acquired another status under USCIS; 

(4)
Subject to exclusion or deportation proceedings under INA; or

(5)
Having an application for asylum pending with USCIS.
Cuban and Haitian nationals who are paroled under section 212(d)(5) of INA are considered paroled in the special status in section 501(e)(1) of the REAA of 1980, except for those paroled for purposes of criminal prosecution or solely to testify as a witness in court proceedings, which continue to fall under f. of this section.
h.
A battered spouse, battered child or parent or child of a battered person with a petition pending under 204(a)(1)(A) or (B) or 244(a)(3) of INA.
NOTE: Asylees and refugees who were  admitted under Section 207 or 208 of the INA but have since obtained legal permanent resident status under Section 209 remain as qualified aliens and are not subject to the 5 year from the date of entry ban.
2.
SNAP Criteria
a.
Aliens must meet one of the following criteria:

(1)
Refugee admitted under 207 of INA;

(2)
Asylees granted asylum under 208 of INA;

(3) 
Deportation withheld under 243(h) or 241(b)(3) of INA;

(4)
Cuban or Haitian under 501(e) of REAA (Cuban/Haitian Parolees under section 212(d)(5) are considered the same as a Cuban/Haitian Entrant as defined in section 501(e) of the Refugee Education Act of 1980);
(5)
Amerasian aliens under 584 of Foreign Opera​tions, Export financing and Related Program Appro​priations Act.

(6)
Trafficking victims, their spouses and dependent children, and if the victim is a child, the child's parents and siblings.

b.
The following are eligible at application and indefinitely:

(1)
Veterans who were honorably discharged for reasons other than alien status;

(2)
Active duty military personnel, other than for training.  Active duty does not include reserves or guard duty.  It is intended to reflect full-time employment in the service.  The minimum active-duty service requirements must have been met by the veteran.  Active-duty is defined as a minimum of 24 months or the period for which the person was called to active duty;

 (3)
The spouse of a living or deceased veteran or active duty personnel, provided the spouse has not remarried and the marriage lasted for at least one year or for any period if a child was born before or after the marriage.  This includes military personnel who die during active duty service and Filipinos who served in the Philippine Commonwealth Army during World War II or as a Philippine Scout following the war;

(4)
The unmarried dependent child of such a veteran or active duty personnel.  Unmarried dependent children, under age 22 who are students regularly attending school and adult disabled children who were disabled before becoming adults, are also eligible under this provision.

(5)
"Noncitizens" lawfully in U.S. and under 18 at the time of application;
(6)
"Noncitizens" lawfully in U.S. and 65 or older on 8/22/96.

(7)
Blind or disabled legal aliens who receive a disability benefit, such as SSI or Medicaid based on a disability.

(8)
Lawful permanent residents who can be credited with 40 quarters of work performed in the United States and territories.
(a)
Covered earnings include wages or self-employment income or any earnings of a noncitizen for work legally performed in the U.S.

(b)
For couples that are still legally married, the quarters can be credited to a spouse. The aliens lose the quarters of the ex-spouse when they become divorced.  
For qualifying work quarters after 1/1/97, the alien must not have received any federal means-tested public benefits, such as K-TAP, SSI or SNAP during that quarter. If the member received means-tested assistance in any month of any quarter, the quarter does not count as a qualifying quarter.

(c)
The Social Security Administration (SSA) is the primary source of information concerning qualifying quarters worked by an individual. Some aliens may have 40 quarters clearly established, while others may not. Migrant workers in particular may have difficulty obtaining verification of employment.

(d)
[Qualifying quarters are verified via SSA. When the household states that an alien has 40 quarters, answer “Yes” to the question “Does the alien has 40 quarters qualified Social Security Credits”.  The system will automatically interface with the SSA file to check.  If the alien has quarters, the system will prepopulate with the verification source of “Interface” and date attained.  If it cannot verify the quarters, the verification source will prepopulate to “Not Verified” and the client will be required to obtain verification.] 
B.
Effective 12/19/09, Section 8120 of the Department of Defense Appropriations Act (DDAA) of 2010 provides that Iraqi and Afghan Special Immigrants (SIVs) are eligible for SNAP benefits under the same extent and for the same period of time as refugees pursuant to Section 207 of the Immigrations and Nationality Act.
Please see MS 2910 for acceptable forms of verification for Afghan/Iraqi Special Immigrants.

C.
The following aliens may be eligible even if they are not qualified aliens as listed above, and may be eligible for an indefinite period of time:

1. An individual lawfully residing in the United States who was a member of a Hmong or Highland Laotian tribe that rendered assistance to U.S. personnel by taking part in a military or rescue operation during the Vietnam Era ( 8/5/64-5/7/1975).  This also includes the spouse (or unremarried surviving spouse) or unmarried dependent children of these individuals.

2.
American Indians born in Canada to which section 289 of INA applies, and members of Indian tribe as defined in section 4(e) of Indian Self-Determination and Education Assistance Act.
D.
Under the Child Citizenship Act of 2000, a child will automatically acquire citizenship on the date that all of the following requirements are satisified:

1.
At least one parent is a U.S. citizen;

2.
The child is under 18 years of age; and
3.
The child is admitted to the U.S. as an immigrant.

The parent can apply for a Certificate of Citizenship by filing Form N-600.  They can also apply for a U.S. passport.  If the applicant has other documentation that verifies the father of the children is a U.S. Citizen, such as the child’s birth certificate or the father’s birth certificate, then this can be used and the Certificate of Citizenship would not be necessary. 
E.
Noncitizens, other than those described above, are ineligible to participate as a member of any household.  This includes visitors, tourists, diplomats and students who enter the United States temporarily with no intention of abandoning their residence in a foreign country.

F.
See MS 3000 for policy concerning Sponsored Aliens and Required Affidavit of Support.
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