Employer Information (July 2004)

Question:  “I have a case where the NCP lives in England.  We have sent a UIFSA for registration for modification.  They have written me a letter saying they need to know what additional expenses are being incurred and how much the order should be increased by.  We tried to get the NCP to provide us with her wage information when we started the review process, but she did not send it back in, so I can't do a worksheet.  What should I tell England?  Should they get her income and set it based on the KY guidelines, or do they set it based on their guidelines?  The custodial parent now lives in Fayette County.  The Order is a Rockcastle County Order.”

Answer:  Child support staff may request a full credit report in an attempt to identify an employer for the NCP.  If an employer is identified, child support staff may send a Wage Information Request (Form CS-130 <http://cfc.state.ky.us/dcspolicies/docs/CS-130 REV  7-03.doc>) to the employer requesting financial information about the NCP.  Child support staff may opt to send the Advance Notice of Intent to Request Full Credit Report (Form CS-93 <http://cfc.state.ky.us/dcspolicies/docs/CS-93 REVISED.doc>) if the NCP has failed to provide the required financial information and all other means to obtain financial information have failed.

Child support staff may also contact the child support office in England and request that they check their wage records to attempt to find an employer if the NCP is not forthcoming with wage information.  Child support staff must determine whether to move forward with the modification by consulting with the requesting party if no information is available.  If no information is provided or available, the only way to determine if a modification is warranted is to file an appropriate motion to request the court to require the production of the documents needed to perform the calculation.  Document all actions taken on KASES.

For information on conversion of wages from foreign currency to dollars, see Office of Child Support Enforcement PIQ-03-04, http://www.acf.dhhs.gov/programs/cse/pol/PIQ/piq-03-04.htm, Foreign Currency Child Support Payments.  This PIQ states that a state child support agency must accept payments on behalf of U.S. children and custodial parents, even if those payments are received in a foreign currency denomination.  The state disbursement unit may send the child support payment to a bank for conversion of the amount to dollars.  The obligor or obligee may be charged a fee for the conversion costs.

The same basic principles apply to international, interstate, and intrastate modification procedures.  Kentucky has continuing exclusive jurisdiction which means that the guidelines established in KRS 403.212 must be followed when setting the obligation amount.
