DJJ Parental Placement (Jan. 2002)
Question: The child was in D.J.J., institutionalized at Kentucky Youth Academy.  The Youth Academy closed and the child was sent to live with his mother, wearing an ankle bracelet so that he must stay there.  He cannot leave the home and is under the supervision of a probation officer.

Who gets the child support?  The father is paying.  The Regional Office has taken the position that Foster Care should get the child support since the child is still in the custody of the state.  How is the child to be fed while the state gets the money?  The mother's only income is from her own SSI benefits.  She is getting nothing from the state.”

Answer:  Staff from DJJ checked into the case and agreed that once the institution closed and the child returned to the home of the mother, the child support should go to the mother (client).  There is an override on the case number to another IV-D case of the noncustodial parent.  Per the 

Accounting Branch, this override needs to be removed so that the wages can be allocated to both children.  The NAA1A arrearages for this client also need to be adjusted.  

The underlying problem is the court order which has to be changed when the child leaves Foster Care.  A new court order needs to be entered that directs the noncustodial parent (father) to pay CFC directed through CCU, so that the custodial parent (mother) receives child support.  Also, the obligation amount needs to be recalculated based on the financial information for both parents, as the previous obligation was determined while the child was in Foster Care and both parents should have been ordered to pay support.  It's not enough just to redirect the support as then you are administratively changing a judicial order's terms.
