Completion of High School (June 2007) 
Question:  A question has arisen regarding a child voluntarily recommitting themselves to the cabinet at the time of their 18th Birthday. 

 

If a child voluntarily recommits themselves to the cabinet when they turn 18 years of age for the purpose of completing High School, or to attend college do we follow KRS 403.213 (3) below ? 

 

“Unless otherwise agreed in writing or expressly provided in the decree, provisions for the support of a child shall be terminated by emancipation of the child unless the child is a high school student when he reaches the age of eighteen (18). In cases where the child becomes emancipated because of age, but not due to marriage, while still a high school student, the court-ordered support shall continue while the child is a high school student, but not beyond completion of the school year during which the child reaches the age of nineteen (19) years. “

 

Some counties are closing the cases or making them arrears only when the FC child turns 18 and some continue to charge if the child recommits. 

Additional clarification: The child was in school at the age of 18.

Answer:  Yes, KRS 403.213(3) is the law as applied to emancipation and when child support payments can be stopped.  Since the child was still in enrolled in high school, support would continue through the school year that the child reaches the age of 19.  Charging beyond the limits defined in statute would have to be specified in the court order.
