Paternity (Aug. 2005)  
Question: “Since NCP is now in a War Zone can we proceed with the establishment of paternity and support? I know based on the Soldiers' and Sailors' Civil Relief Act it is different in times of War for the purpose of establishing we can still collect but to establish, from what I have been told in the past is different ?
Alleged father was just shipped to Iraq with Nat. Guard and will be there appx 18 months. Mother is active medical only. Paternity needs to be completed. They are not friends, so we cannot do this by letter and him accept service. Can we serve him since he is in Iraq?”

Answer: Yes, it can be done, however, due to the many complications that can arise, the best practice would be to wait until he is stateside before attempting to take action.

According to “A Caseworker's Guide to Child Support Enforcement and Military Personnel,” http://www.acf.dhhs.gov/programs/cse/fct/militaryguide2000.htm, Establishing Paternity, paternity establishment is essentially a civilian matter.  As a rule, the military explicitly prefers not to become directly involved in civil matters such as paternity establishment. 

If you have contacted the member without securing cooperation, then contact the member's commander, who has very limited powers in such matters.  The commander's roles are (1) to advise the member of the paternity claim and to refer him to counsel; (2) to assist those members who wish to acknowledge paternity; and (3) to respond to the complainant.  Be advised the commander has no authority to order a blood sample or to even enforce compliance with a court order to submit a blood sample. 

Voluntary blood samples drawn by military health officials are possible, but no set policy exists and the degree of cooperation may vary from location to location. 

Below are resources for assistance in working with the military.

OCSE Publication of Facts “Have a Child Support Order and Been Recently Activated?”

OCSE IM-01-09, Mobilization of Reservist – Review and Adjustment at http://www.acf.dhhs.gov/programs/cse/pol/IM/im-01-09.htm
Working with the Military on Child Support Matters: Trainer Guide at http://www.acf.dhhs.gov/programs/cse/pubs/training/working_with_military/
Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Civil Relief Act Facts at https://www.jagcnet.army.mil/Legal
DFAS Guide at: 

http://www.defenselink.mil/dfas/money/garnish/dfas-quickguide-revised06-05.pdf
