
Legal Status Indicator (Oct. 2004)

Question:  “We have a question concerning the legal status indicator.  During the recent paternity project we came across several cases were the child was adopted and we may not have had knowledge if the child was BOW prior to adoption.  What legal status should we have used?  In several cases the child was a single parent adoption.  Any help would greatly be appreciated.”

Answer:  According to the DCS Director’s Office, if there is information in KAMES or KASES that shows what the correct legal status is, the correct legal status should be used.  For example, if there is an existing child support case that shows the biological parents were not married, use W.  If there is no information, use U.  The auditor has been contacted and he confirmed this.  He stated that the legal status is based on the martial status of the biological parents at the birth of the child, and that adoption would have nothing to do with it.  He said it applies in single adoption cases as well.
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