Undocumented Child (Oct. 2004)

Question:  “We have three (3) Hispanic children who have been committed to CHFS.  Per KAMES event notes, the oldest child is undocumented as well as the mother; however, the two youngest children were born in the US and were eligible for IVA benefits.  Please clarify the questions listed below in working cases of this type:


1)  How should an AFDC/MA/NPA case be worked when two of the three children are legal U.S. citizens?

2)  All three children have been committed to CHFS.   KAMES reports that two youngest children are U.S. citizens and BOW with oldest child being "undocumented"/ineligible.  What are the legalities of establishing paternity on "undocumented" child born outside the U.S.? 

3)  Would the "undocumented" child be placed on the case with siblings and paternity testing completed for all three children?”

Answer:  According to the Office of Legal Services, for purposes of establishing paternity and child support, all children should be treated equally.  Our mandate is to act in the "best interest of the child."  Therefore, it is recommended to proceed to establish paternity for all three children.  The case should be worked just like any other case.

