Statute of Limitations on Arrears (July 2004)

Question:  We have been advised that collection on arrears can continue up thru 15 years after the youngest child in the court order becomes emancipated or finishes high school up thru the end of school year when child turns 19. It is at this point that current support is not applicable.

If current support ceases due to adoption of the child, will the 15 year rule still apply with the emancipation date/school date of the child or the date current support stopped due to the adoption?
Answer:  Current support stops when the NCP's parental rights are terminated.  However, past-due support that accumulated prior to the date of the termination of parental rights must be enforced and collected.  The 15-year rule applies to collection of arrears, and can continue up through 15 years after the youngest child in the support order emancipates (Heisley v. Heisley, 676 S.W.2d.477).  

