Enforcement – Prorating an Order

SITUATION: Child has graduated high school on June 8th which at the time she was 17 years old. She turned 18 on September 25th. Do we prorate the support for September or charge for the full month? We were advised not to do so. What is the policy on this?  
Question: Do you prorate a child support obligation in the month that the child turns 18 or charge the full month support? Please advise. 
Below is the answer provided in 2003.

Response: After consulting with the Office of the General Counsel, it was determined that the best practice in this circumstance is to prorate the child support for the week or month, depending on how the order is written.  Child support can certainly extend longer in some situations (handicapped child, unusual expenses or if agreed to between the parties), but most orders will end at the child's 18th or 19th birthday, high school graduation or death.    

If we do not prorate in these circumstances, the issue becomes the lawful limit of our authority to collect support past the 18th or 19th birthday, high school graduation, or death.  
