Emancipation of 17 Yr. Old Living Alone (June 2005) 
Question:  “We have a case where the child is 17 will be 18 in November and is still in high school.   Her father moved out and is living with his girlfriend.  The child is residing in a trailer on her uncle's property. Living by herself. She is entitled to food stamps since she is living alone. The mother is under order to pay support to the father for the child. Since the child is no longer in his home but by law not emancipated, is there any way the child could get the child support paid by the mother? I know the father is not entitled to this money.”
Answer: The contracting official needs to go to court and let the judge make the determination that the child is emancipated by being self-supporting.  Hopefully, the judge will order child support to continue to be paid and that the money be directed to the child.

