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In an effort to increase the number of Social Security Numbers (SSNs) available for use by the Social Security Administration (SSA), and in order to help reduce identity theft, the SSA is changing the way SSNs are issued.  In the past, SSNs were issued by geographic location.  Effective June 2011, the SSA will issue SSNs randomly, regardless of the address on the application.  As a result, the SSA will have the ability to continue to issue SSNs in all areas of the country for many more years without having to make additional changes.  

The SSA will also begin issuing SSNs with the number “8” as the first digit.  KAMES and KASES will be affected by this change.  Currently, KAMES assigns pseudo numbers that begin with “8” for participants that do not have a SSN and that pseudo number is updated in KASES during the nightly interface. 
In July 2011, KAMES will make the following changes:
· KAMES will stop using pseudo numbers that begin with “8” and start using pseudo numbers starting with “9”. 
· KAMES will update existing pseudo numbers by implementing a conversion program to identify pseudo numbers in KAMES beginning with “8” and update the pseudo in KAMES to a number beginning with “9”.    This conversion will include all pseudo numbers, including those assigned to the Hispanic population. 
In July 2011, KASES will make the following changes: 

· When a pseudo number beginning with “8” is updated in KAMES to a pseudo number beginning with “9” and the individual is also a participant in KASES, the pseudo number in KASES will be updated to match the new pseudo number assigned in KAMES.   An event will be created at the participant level in KASES when the pseudo number is changed.   If the KAMES conversion program provides a pseudo number for an individual that has a valid SSN in KASES, the good SSN will not be overwritten. 
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· KASES edits will be put in place to prevent entry of the following SSN sequence.  Note that the SSA has never issued SSNs with these number sequences, therefore a SSN in KASES that contains any of these number sequences is not a valid SSN.  
· SSNs beginning with the number “666” in the positions 1-3

· SSNs with the number “000” in the positions 1-3

· SSNs with the number “00” in the positions 4-5

· SSNs with the number “0000” in the positions 6-9 
· When staff access the UPDATE PARTICIPANT DATA (ASEC2A) screen and the SSN for the participant does not pass the edits above they will be prompted to update or delete the SSN.   Staff will then be required to research location related programs in an attempt to locate the correct SSN.  If staff are unable to obtain the correct SSN, the SSN in KASES should be deleted as it is not a valid SSN. 
After KAMES and KASES changes have occurred, CSE will request a report to identify any SSNs remaining in KASES that begin with an “8” and will determine how the SSNs for those participants will be updated. 
For further information on how SSNs will be issued, go to https://socialsecurity.gov/employer/randomization.html.
