Alleged Foster Care Fraud (Jan. 2003) 

Question:  “In research of manuals, all I find about FC fraud is to report it to the Childrens Benefit Worker.  But, I don't understand what the CBW could do about FC fraud.  If mother in a NPA case received and retained child support after her children were placed in FC, to whom is this reported?”

Answer:  A Foster Care policy writer in the Division of Protection and Permanency (DPP) stated that Foster Care alleged fraud is to be reported to the DPP Family Service Worker (the social worker) for the family.  The court is supposed to have ordered child support when the child was removed from the home and placed in Foster Care.  The Family Service Worker will report the alleged fraud, in this case the retention of child support after the child was placed in Foster Care, to the court.  The court will order the transfer of the appropriate amount of money from the parent to DPP.

We will add this information to manual material as it is revised.  Please note that you cannot have a non-K-TAP (NPA) case and a Foster Care case at the same time for the same child.  The non-K-TAP case is to be either discontinued (arrearages owed) or closed (case meets a case closure criterion) when the child is placed in out-of-home care.  If there is more than one child in the case and only one child is placed in out-of-home care, then support needs to be recalculated for the children remaining in the home, and both parents need to be ordered to pay support for the child who has been removed from the home and placed in out-of-home care.

