Payments During Placement (July 2003)

Question:  We have a child that was in a "court diversion program".  He was removed by the courts to avoid detention.  He is not 'committed' to CFC, neither by placement through FC nor DJJ.  The courts ordered him to stay at Ramey Estep Home, which is a Home that FC children reside.  The fee for a court diversion child is approximately $90 per day which is paid directly by the Fiscal Court.”

Now, prior to this placement, he was with his grandmother.  She received 3 checks, which she returned to us due to not having the child in her home.  Where do we need to send this money?
There is a case now.  We currently have a hold at the case level so that no further money will go out in error.  I am talking about child support payments being paid by the father.  We have an open case against both parents, but unfortunately, the mother is not paying right now.  The child is now actually out of this diversion program and back with the guardian. But I need to know what to do with the child support money that DCS received during the time the child was not with the guardian but in this program? 

Answer:  It is the opinion of the Policy and Procedure Section that child support payments for the interim period while the child was at the Ramey Estep Home should go to the guardian.  The absence of the child from the guardian's home was temporary, and the child returned there after his stay at the Ramey Estep Home.  This has been our policy in the past when a situation such as this occurs.

The child was not committed to CFC, either by foster care or DJJ, therefore, CFC cannot keep the money.  If circumstances change in the future, the caseworker should go to court to have the order modified.

