Split Custody (July 07)
Question:  IV-D# XXXXXX is one of the cases where each party has one child and the divorce decree does not order support and they are each receiving a medical card. How is this situation supposed to be handled?
 
Answer:  According to the court order, the court ruled that neither party shall pay child support.  Medical support was not addressed in the order.  According to Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 303.31(b)(1), “Unless the custodial parent and child(ren) have satisfactory health insurance other than Medicaid, petition the court or administrative authority to include health insurance that is available to the noncustodial parent at reasonable cost in new or modified court or administrative orders for support.”
 
On the Facts About The Child Support Program For Medicaid Only and K-CHIP Recipients (Form CS-333.3) signed by each parent, the Medicaid recipient is informed that they must cooperate in medical support activities and must assign their right to medical support to the state as well as forwarding any medical support payments received to the state. 
 
Each parent should be ordered to provide medical insurance on the child that does not reside with him or her.  KRS 403.211(7)(d) states, if health insurance coverage is not reasonable and available at the time the request for the coverage is made, the court order shall provide for health insurance coverage when it becomes reasonable and available.
