17.050 VENUE
Authority:  KRS 403 and 452.
Venue is the local area in which a court, that has jurisdiction, may try a case.  Jurisdiction is the geographical area within which a court has the right and power to operate.  A court system may have jurisdiction to take a case in a wide geographical area, but the proper venue for the case may be one place within that area for the convenience of the parties.  Jurisdiction is subject to fixed rules; however; venue is often left to the discretion of the judge.

KRS 403.211(1) states that an action to establish or enforce child support may be initiated by the parent, custodian, or agency substantially contributing to the support of the child(ren).  The action may be brought in the county where the child(ren) or the defendant resides.
Venue may be changed, according to KRS 452.010, under the following conditions:

· The parties to any civil action in a Circuit Court may, by consent, have an order in or out of court for its removal to any other Circuit Court.

· A party to any civil action that may be tried by a jury in a Circuit Court may have a change of venue when circumstances are such that a fair and impartial trial may not be possible.

According to KRS 452.050, a change of venue shall be made to the Circuit Court of the adjacent county most convenient to the parties, their witnesses and their attorneys, and to which there is no valid objection.  The order of change of venue may be made subject to any equitable terms and conditions that safety to the rights of the parties requires and the court, in its discretion, prescribes.

Office of the Attorney General issued a legal opinion (OAG 97-34) on venue for modification of child support decrees and was issued to child support staff in Information Release (IR) #726/Action Memorandum (AM) DCSE-AM-97-06.  The opinion states that the procedure for modification begins with a Motion for Modification and is filed only with the court hearing the case.  The opinion further states that venue may be changed only by agreement or by showing that a fair trial cannot be obtained in the court where the action is pending.

NOTE:  When multiple orders are reviewed and the cases are in different counties, child support staff decide on a case-by-case basis which office will conduct the review.

