IV-D Services Past Emancipation (Feb. 2006)

Question: “The Divorce states that the NCP shall pay child support so long as the child is in school and/or college. The child turns 18 May 31st 2006 and is on target to graduate in May of 2006. We know the order for support will continue as long as the child is in college.  Our question is; is it a Child Support Function to continue to provide services to the CP for CSUP since the child has emancipated by law?”   

Answer: This is the response from the Office of Legal Services: “We should follow the court’s order and provide services for as long as the order requires regardless of the date the order was entered.  The reading of the statutes supports this interpretation and I can’t find any authority to the contrary.  If the cp wants services and the court order requires payment past normal emancipation then we provide the services.  

I also understand that KASES has a default that triggers closure at normal emancipation date unless it’s overridden by manual entry so I would caution that if this is true to make sure that the actual date as ordered by the court be entered to trigger closure in KASES.  Not that such an event is a big problem but any problem that can be avoided is typically worth the effort.   Hope this helps.”

Additionally, a similar question was addressed in the February 2003 

Q & A, Collecting Current Support beyond Emancipation, which stated: “..even though there is a difference between Kentucky’s emancipation laws and the underlying court order, it would be best practice to go in favor of the court order and enforce the provision.  The noncustodial parent who wishes to obtain relief from this additional support must petition the court to modify the order.”
