Claim Against the Estate (Nov. 2004)

Question:  “I have another question related to a FIDM hit we found.  Our NCP has been deceased for over a year.  However, per review of CSR-64A report, he has over $3,000 combined from a checking acct and a savings acct.  He is listed as the primary, but not sole account holder.  Can we process this case for collection of FIDM?  Obviously with him being deceased, he cannot file out any type of dispute or answer to withholding this money.  Do we continue?  Do we leave it up to POA to dispute?”

Answer: According to the Office of Legal Counsel, pursue the account as if he were alive and file a claim against the estate.  If the bank delivers the assets, then withdraw the claim against the estate.  The executor, one way or the other, will deal with the child support office; they have to.  Make sure to send a claim to the executor certified mail, and send a notice to the probate court, that way the claim is "on record" and cannot be ignored.

