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The purpose of this memorandum is to clarify the definition of the Legal Status Indicator, which is a required field when adding a child MPI record.  In the last data reliability audit, 

the Division of Child Support was within one error of failing the audit for the paternity indicator.  All errors resulted from an incorrect legal status being entered.  This means the state would have been ineligible to receive incentive payments for the paternity category.  Workers must make every attempt to verify that the correct legal status for the participant is entered on the Legal Status Indicator field to assure accuracy.

The following are the possible entries for the Legal Status Indicator:

1. L  =
LEGAL CHILD, NOT BORN OUT-OF-WEDLOCK

· The ” L” indicator is used if the parents were married when the child was born, and paternity is not questioned.

2. P  = 
LEGAL CHILD, PATERNITY IN QUESTION

· The “P” indicator is used if the mother was married when the child was born, but paternity is in question.

3. W  =
CHILD BORN OUT-OF-WEDLOCK 

· The “W” is used if the parents were not married when the child was born. This includes when the parents later marry, then divorce, and the child is listed as a child of the marriage.  It also includes when the mother is the noncustodial parent.  In these instances, the legal status is “W,” even though paternity establishment is not required in order to establish a child/medical support obligation against the mother as the noncustodial parent.  

4. U  =
UNKNOWN--USED ONLY FOR BATCH INTERFACE

· The “U” indicator was added to identify children whose legal status was not known, with the expectation that this would primarily occur in foster care cases.
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When the child is born out-of-wedlock and is listed in the divorce as a child of the marriage, the child should also be counted as a paternity establishment on the federal report and the contracting officials’ performance report.  To count the establishment on the reports, the paternity disposition code “Adjudicated Hearing (ADJH)” is entered in the Paternity Disposition field and the end date is the date the divorce decree is entered in court.

When the only case on KASES has the mother as the noncustodial parent, the worker must attempt to make a determination of whether paternity has been established.  For example, paternity may be established when the father or a paternal relative is the custodial parent.  If paternity has been established, the appropriate paternity disposition code is entered in the Paternity Disposition field. 

In an attempt to clean up the paternity data, a request has been sent to KASES for a list of children with “L” and “U” in the Legal Status Indicator field and a paternity disposition code or paternity end date.  Additional information will be issued when the report is available.

