Conflict of Interest (August 2005)
Question: “We opened medical case on behalf of the mother for the establishment of paternity; child support & medical assistance.  All were established and we were enforcing the orders.  Temporary custody has now been given to the father and he is active MA for the child.  He is requesting child support be established.  We continue to collect the arrearage due to the mother which accrued while she had the child.

 

Because the contracting officials do not have an attorney-client relationship with the custodial parents, is it a conflict if we establish a child support obligation against the mother and are collecting child support arrearage from the father that is owed to the mother and child support from the mother that is owed to the father.  We have an attorney who is saying this is a conflict.  We have handled cases like this for as long as I can remember with no problem (luckily we don't have that many).”
 

Answer: No, this is not a conflict of interest.  Kentucky Revised Statute (KRS) 205.712(7) states, “Where the local county attorney, friend of the court, domestic relations agent, or other designee of the cabinet has been contracted for the purpose of administering child support enforcement pursuant to Title IV-D of the Social Security Act, the contracting official shall be deemed to be representing the cabinet and as such does not have an attorney-client relationship with the applicant who has requested services pursuant to Title IV-D of the Social Security Act nor with any dependent on behalf of the individuals for whom services are sought.”  

 

There cannot be a conflict of interest when there is no attorney-client relationship.  

 

