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INVOLVEMENT OF FATHERS AND PATERNAL FAMILY MEMBERS

COA STANDARDS:

· S21.7.03

· S21.9.02

· S21.25

· S21.26.01

LEGAL AUTHORITY:

· KRS 610.170 - Court Ordered Child Support
· 922 KAR 1:140 - Foster Care and Adoption Permanency Services
· 42 U.S.C. Sec. 622 - Child and Family Services
· 42 U.S.C. 671(a)(17) - State Plan for Foster Care and Adoption Assistance
· 42 U.S.C. 653(a)(1) and (2) - Federal Parent Locator Service
· 45 C.F.R. 1355.25 - Principles of Child and Family Services
INTRODUCTION:

Involvement of both parents is instrumental in achieving desired outcomes for children.  Fathers are required participants in permanency planning even when they are absent from the home.  Father involvement is critical and required in all out of home case planning.  Workers must make every effort to locate and involve fathers or other available paternal relatives.

The lack of father involvement can significantly delay case progress and more importantly, permanency for a child.  The Cabinet is required to offer needed services to both parents.  Often, fathers are unaware of situations that involve their children for various reasons.  When we do not involve fathers, the Cabinet will most likely be denied termination cases in court for our failure to provide services.  When fathers can’t be located, we are required to seek other available paternal relatives as permanency options.  The fathers or their relatives, are required participants in case planning and must be allowed to maintain attachment with the child through visitation where appropriate.

PROCEDURE:

1. The SSW:

(a) Contacts the biological father or conducts an absent parent search within the first thirty (30) days if the father is not present in the home and his whereabouts are questionable;

(b) Considers  Identifies and explores placement of the child with available paternal relatives, if known, as outlined in SOP 7E.1.3(B) Relative Placements. o Otherwise follow the same procedures outlined in the absent parent search in locating family members;

(c) Engages the father and/or paternal family members to solicit involvement in permanency planning for the child;

(d) Conducts case planning and provide needed/requested services. unless the following exists:
(1) Parental rights have been terminated; or

(2) Participation would be contrary to the best interest of the child.
(e) Includes the father in a regular visitation schedule that promotes and maintains attachment unless one of the previous conditions exists as referenced above in #4 the following exists:

(1) Parental rights have been terminated; or

(2) Participation would be contrary to the best interest of the child.
(f) Requests that the Cabinet be made payee for child support when applicable. ;(h) If child support is not being paid, request that the Court establish child support as outlined in SOP 7D.7 Non-Custodial Parent and Financial Support; and 
2. Same aforementioned procedures would be used to locate the mother or other maternal family members.

(Link to Tip Sheet Involving Fathers)

