SOP 7C.8

R. 11/1/08
R. 8/15/09
PARTICIPANTS AND NOTIFICATION FOR ALL OOHC CASES

COA STANDARDS:

· G8.5.03 Family-Focused Service Planning

LEGAL AUTHORITY:

· KRS 620.180 Administrative regulations.

· KRS 620.525 Duties of CASA volunteers.
· 922 KAR 1:140. Foster care and adoption permanency services.

PROCEDURE:

1. The SSW is required to invite the following individuals, not inclusive in case planning:

(a) Both legal and biological parents, absent parents, non-custodial parents and family members, six (6) years of age and older, including identified fathers as outlined in SOP 7E.1.1(B);

(b) Child, six (6) years of age and older (unless there are is a clinical justification for not doing so or the SSW has evaluated the child and deems it not in child’s best interest to participate);

(c) Other Cabinet staff involved, which may include the designated Swift Chair when the child’s permanency goal is being changed to adoption and at subsequent case planning conferences as outlined in SOP 2.1.1;
(d) Objective third party as required for Periodic Reviews;

(e) Parent’s attorney, if any applicable;

(f) Child’s attorney, Guardian Ad Litem;

(g) County Attorney;

(h) Caregiver (Foster parents, PCC provider, relative, etc.); and

(i) Court Appointed Special Advocate (CASA).
2. The SSW may invite and involve the following individuals (with parents consent), not inclusive in case planning:

(a) Community partners including service providers;

(b) Extended family members;

(c) The Independent Living Coordinator for all youth ages seventeen (17) and over (Link to Independent Living Coordinator-Regional Coordinator Map); and

(d) Other participants the family wants present.

3. For OOHC cases, excluding the five (5) day conference, the SSW is required to notify all participants of any conference, or Family Team Meeting, ten (10) calendar days prior to the conference.

4. The SSW notifies legal parents, biological parents, and/or guardians by certified mail. 

5. The SSW documents attempts to notify absent parents and non-custodial parents.

6. If a parent(s) fails to attend, the Family Team Meeting proceeds and the SSW follows the procedures outlined in 7C.9 Distribution of Case Plan for All OOHC Cases to inform the parent(s).

7. Absent parents are to be included in the Case Plan by the SSW, with at least one objective that addresses “non-involvement”. 

(a)If the parent’s whereabouts are unknown the task for the SSW is to conduct an absent parent search and document under the objective that addresses non-involvement of the parent.  This task may prevent delays in Termination of Parental Rights (TPR) in the future.   

(b)If/when the parent is located the SSW would then have an objective and associated task that address their the parent’s non-involvement regardless of their willingness to participate.

If the parent(s) whereabouts are unknown, the SSW’s task is to conduct an absent parent search, which may prevent delays in TPR in the future. 


