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SIX (6) MONTH FTM CASE PLANNING CONFERENCE PERIODIC REVIEW

COA STANDARDS:

· G8.5.03 Family-Focused Service Planning

LEGAL AUTHORITY:

· U.S. Code 42 USC 675
· Public Law 96-272
· KRS 620.180 Administrative regulations.

· KRS 620.240 Case progress reports.

· 922 KAR 1:140. Foster care and adoption permanency services.

PROCEDURE:

1. Family Team Meeting (FTM) Case planning conferences periodic reviews, may be held by the SSW as appropriate, but are required to be held within six (6) months of a child’s Temporary Removal Hearing (TRH) and/or order of temporary custody or placement date of a voluntary commitment. 

2. Subsequent Periodic Reviews are required to be held within six (6) months of the previous review when the child remains in OOHC.

3. It is the responsibility of the FSOS or designee to schedule all Periodic Reviews to meet requirements for timeliness as required by U.S. Code 42 USC Sec. 675(5)(B).  If a Family Team Meeting, Case Review is held prior to the time a Periodic Review would normally be held, that meeting may be used as a Periodic Review, if all requirements for a Periodic Review are met.

4. The SSW submits a Case Plan, at minimum, once every six (6) months to the court. and the Administrative Office of the Courts Citizen Foster Care Review Board Program.
5. While the participation of the child’s parents is important, the review is required within six (6) months of the child’s TRH/placement or the last Periodic Review, even when the parents do not attend.

6. During the Periodic Review, the FSOS or designee follows the procedures outlined in 7C.7.2 Three (3) Month FTM Case Review number six (6) when conducting the Six (6) Month Periodic Review and ensures the date of the Nine (9) Month FTM Case Review is established. ensures the following occurs:

(a) A discussion of the problems that are barriers to the child’s safe return home or other permanent placement and the progress of the family and child to overcoming each;

(b) A review of the appropriateness of services, including assessment and recommendations from community partners, whether services are being provided according to schedule and whether the parties, including identified fathers as outlined in SOP 7E.1.1(B) with expectations set for them are complying with those expectations;

(c) A decision is made, based on (a) and (b) above, whether the child may be returned home immediately and safely maintained in the home;

(d) When the child remains in OOHC consideration is given to convert the case to concurrent planning, if it is not already; 

(e) The Case Plan may be made concurrently as outlined in 7C.7.1(A) Consideration/Implementation of Concurrent Planning for Permanency to reflect both reasonable efforts to reunite the child with the family and a plan to place a child for adoption. When the child cannot return home immediately or be safely maintained in the home, alternative permanency goals will be considered. The SSW for example may choose “Return to Parent” as a Permanency Goal and at the same time, have an alternate permanency objective and tasks around “Adoption” in the OOHC section of the Case Plan. The SSW will assess the progress of the family in meeting the family and individual objectives and determine if the permanency goal should be changed at any time. The SSW may choose “ADOPTION” as the Permanency Goal and must continue to work with the family towards reunification, unless the court waives reasonable efforts. A target date (month and year) for achievement of the goal is established.  When the goal continues to be return to parent and the parent has made minimal progress, by the Three (3) Month FTM Case Review, justification of that goal is provided on the Case Plan; 

(f) The child’s health, including mental health, and educational history and current status are reviewed and the plan for meeting the child’s needs is reviewed and, if appropriate, revised;

(g) U.S. Code 42 USC Section 675 (1)(D) requires that the Case Plan for all youth age twelve (12) or over, regardless of their permanency goal or disability, include a description of the programs and services which will assist the youth to prepare for the transition to adulthood  as outlined in 7E.6 Independent Living Services SOP;

(h) In the case of a child whose goal is adoption or placement in another permanent home, a discussion and documentation of the steps being taken to find an adoptive family or other permanent living arrangement for the child with:

(1) An adoptive family;

(2) A suitable and willing relative;

(3) A legal guardian; or 

(4) Another planned permanent living arrangement; and 

(5) To finalize the adoption or legal guardianship;

(i) Information regarding the child’s current placement and any consideration being given to change in placement is presented to conference participants. U.S. Code 42 USC Section 675 (1)(A) and the Kentucky Unified Juvenile Code require that the safety and appropriateness of the child’s placement be documented;

(j) Case Plans are reviewed and may be revised as appropriate using the Prevention Plan; and
(k) The course of visitation since the last conference is reviewed and, when necessary, the Visitation Agreement is revised.

7. Public Law 96-272 (IV-E) requires the participation of one objective third party in the Periodic Review, who is not the case manager or in the line of supervision for that case, or the delivery of services to, either the child or the parents. The Service Region Administrator (SRA) or designee approves third party participants who are not professional staff.

8. If the case is currently not a concurrent planning case the FSOS or designee converts all OOHC cases to concurrent planning no later than the Six (6) Month FTM Periodic Review. Although many of these children will be reunified, alternative permanency planning will be pursued to ensure that all children have a permanent family as quickly as possible.

9. Upon review of the CQA, Case Plan and Visitation Checklist/Summary the FSOS or designee assesses the progress of the family during the FTM periodic review. If the family has not made sufficient progress and the case is currently a concurrent planning case, the SSW considers changing the permanency goal to the alternate permanency objective.

10. Prior to changing a permanency goal the SSW consults with the FSOS or regional staff and follows procedures outlined in 7C.10.1 Process Overview for Permanency Goal in OOHC Cases SOP. 

11. The FSOS or designee facilitates the Periodic Review.

12. The FSOS reviews and approves the Case Plan by signature and date.

13. Periodic Reviews are scheduled on a day and time when primary participants can attend.

14. Participants are encouraged to attend, in part by convenience of schedule and sufficient notice.

