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MS 2610        BOTH INDIVIDUAL AND SPOUSE ARE TECHNICALLY ELIGIBLE

A computation is required to determine the amount of income to be considered when both the applicant and his/her spouse are technically eligible.

A.
Combine unearned income of the couple.

B.
Deduct one $20 general exclusion.

C.
Combine earned income of the couple.  If unearned income is less than $20, deduct the remainder of the general exclusion from earned income.  

D.
Deduct one $65 and 1/2 the remainder deduction for the couple.  Deduct other earned income deductions for each spouse, if applica​ble.

E.
Combine countable unearned and earned income.  

F.
If total countable income is less than the MA Scale for 2, both are eligible.  

G.
If total countable income is more than the MA Scale for 2, use spend down procedures.  

H.
If one of the technically eligible spouses becomes institutional​ized during a spend down quarter, the spend down liability for the community spouse remains the same through the remainder of the established quarter.  If the community spouse reapplies for a subse​quent quarter, consider only the community spouse's gross income plus the amount actually made available to the community spouse from the institutionalized spouse.  Compare income to MA family size of 1.

Compute the institutionalized spouse’s eligibility and patient liability using policy in MS 3540.

