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A.
If spouses are living together, consider income according to MS 2610 and MS 2620. Consider resources to be available to each other, regardless if the resources are individually or jointly owned.

B.
If spouses are living apart, consider their income and resources as follows.

1.
Living apart due to institutionalization of 1 spouse.

a.
Eligibility determination for the institutionalized spouse:

(1)
Income:

· Consider only the income of the institutionalized spouse beginning with the month of separation.  

EXCEPTION:  If at the time the application is pro​cessed it is determined that the institutionalized spouse did not reside in a nursing facility for 30 consecutive days, consider the income of the communi​ty spouse available to the institutionalized spouse.

(2)
Resources:

· For individuals institutionalized on or after 9/30/89, complete a resource assessment of combined countable resources to determine the community spouse resource allowance. For more information, refer to MS 2120.

· 
For individuals institutionalized prior to 9/30/89, consider resources of the couple as available to each other for the month of separation.  Beginning the month after the month of separation, consider resources of the spouse which are contributed to the institutionalized individual.  

b.
Eligibility determination for the community spouse:

(1)
Income:

· Consider income of the couple as available to the    community spouse through the month of separation.

· Beginning the month after the month of separation, consider the income of the community spouse plus any income of the institutionalized spouse actually made available to the community spouse.




(2)
Resources:

· Consider resources of the couple available to the community spouse through the month of separation.  The month after the month of separation, consider only the resources of the institutionalized spouse actually made available to the community spouse.


2.
Living apart due to reason other than institutionaliza​tion:




a.   In the month of separation, treat spouses as living together. Consider income and resources of both spouses according to MS 2610 and 2620.




b.     Beginning the month after the month of separation, consider only the income and resources of the out-of-home spouse that are actually contributed to the spouse who is applying.]
