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The “P” child must meet all Family MA technical eligibility requirements with the exception of deprivation.  

A.
Establish technical and financial eligibility of the child through facts presented by the agency worker from the records of the children's agency or home, or facts presented by the social worker from the private facility or community residence.

B.
Children who are in foster care and qualify for Medicaid under the federal poverty levels will be placed in the “P” category.  When the foster child is income or resource ineligible using the regular MA income scale, do not approve or complete a program code change to the “I” category.

If poverty level scales are used to establish eligibility for the foster child, all resources of the foster child are excluded.  The child must meet the age requirement for the poverty level scale used.  Spend down is an option if the foster child does not qualify under the regular MA scale or the poverty level income scales.

If the “P” case child is pregnant and becomes income or resource ineligible, the child remains active in the “P” case through the end of the postpartum period.  Refer to MS 2850 for consideration of newborn children.

[C.
If a child(ren) is adopted in a private non-profit adoption, the child is considered the same as any other child in a parent’s case and may receive MA benefits in the “I” category.

D.]
Consider each child individually in determining spend down if payment is available for medical care. 

[E.]
Eligibility of such children terminates when: 


1.
Child no longer meets technical eligibility requirement for age;


2.
Child is released from foster care;


3.
Child's income exceeds the MA standards for the “P” or “I” category, the child is age ineligible for poverty level income scales, and eligibility cannot be established through spend down; 


4.
Child's resources exceed limitation for family size of 1 and the child is age ineligible to have resources excluded using the financial eligibility requirements of the “I” category;


5.
Agency representative fails to keep appointment for interview; or


6.
Agency representative fails to provide sufficient information or clarify information for a determination of eligibility.

[F.]
Consider a foster care child placed with prospective adoptive parents in foster care until the adoption is finalized, unless the prospective parents request discontinuance of MA.  

