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To be eligible to receive MA, the individual must be a resident of Kentucky.  

A.
Individuals Under Age 21. 
1.
For individuals under age 21, if married and capable of indicating intent, or emancipated from parental control, the state of residence is the state in which the individual is living with the intention to remain permanently or for an indefinite period.  

2.
For noninstitutionalized individuals under age 21 whose MA eligibility is based on blindness or disability, the state of residence is the state in which the individual is living.  
3. [For other noninstitutionalized individuals under age 21, use K-TAP residency criteria:

a. A child and the relative with whom the child lives must be actually residing in the state and be either citizens of the United States or aliens legally admitted for permanent residence.

EXCEPTION:  If a child of an illegal alien is born in the United States, the child is considered a U.S. citizen.  The illegal alien parent may not be included in the case, but may be payee for the child.  

b. A child physically present in the home of the applicant/recipient day-by-day is considered living in the home.

EXCEPTION:  In cases of joint custody, eligibility may not exist.  In determining joint custody, a case-by-case decision is made based on facts of the individual situation as they relate to the provisions of continued absence and the “living with” requirement.  Refer to MS 2560.  

c. If the recipient maintains no fixed or permanent address and can provide no mailing address, issue benefits in care of the local DCBS office.  Use this procedure at the recipient’s request when no other means of delivering benefits are available.  

d. Consider applicants/recipients residents if they meet any of the following definitions:

1)
The person is living in the state voluntarily and not for a temporary purpose;
2)
A child is a resident of the state in which he/she is living other than on a temporary basis; or

3)
The person is, at the time of application, living in Kentucky and is not receiving assistance from another state.  Under this definition, the child is a resident of the state in which the caretaker relative is a resident.  Migrants are considered residents.]
B. Over 21, Noninstitutionalized Individual.  The state of residence is the state where the individual lives if incapable of stating intent, or for the capable individual the state where the individual lives with the intention to remain permanently or for an indefinite period, or living and which the individual ENTERED with a job commitment or seeking employment.
C. [Individuals who are residing in the state on a temporary basis DO NOT meet residency requirements for Medicaid eligibility.  Persons residing in the state on a temporary basis include, but are not limited to, students, Job Corps participants whose caretaker relative resides out-of-state, visitors, tourists, certain aliens who enter the U.S. on a temporary basis and individuals who enter the state for medical treatment and who intend to leave as soon as the treatment is completed. 
1. If there is a reason to believe that an applicant is residing in the state on a temporary basis, the worker is to thoroughly question the individual and document the case record regarding the individual’s statements of residency.

a. Individuals who state they are residing in Kentucky for a limited period, for example, students who state they will return to their home state at the end of the school year, do not meet residency requirements.

b. Individuals age 21 and over and those under 21 who are capable of indicating intent, who enter the state and indicate intent to remain in the state permanently or for an indefinite period of time, may meet residency requirements.  Refer to Vol. IVA, MS 1580 for policy relating to indicating intent to remain.

2. Non-qualified aliens may be eligible for time-limited Medicaid coverage for emergency medical conditions if all financial and technical eligibility requirements, including residency, are met.  See Vol. I, MS 2075 – 2099.]
D.  
Do not deny MA because the individual:  

1.
Has not lived in the state for a specified period;

2.
Did not establish residence in the state before entering an institution;

3.
Does not maintain a fixed or permanent address.

E.
In cases of disputed residency, if 2 or more states cannot resolve which is the state of residence, the state of residency is the state where the individual is physically located.

